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About the Association

Founded in 1934 our Association is a strong,
locally based non-party-political organisation
concerned with protecting the amenities and
furthering the interests of residents.

We work to preserve and enhance the best
in our attractive environment and the quality
of life of everyone in our community.

Through regular meetings, social activities,
our magazine and website we keep in touch
with residents’ views and we raise and spend
funds for the benefit of the community,
from tree and bulb planting to contesting
unacceptable development projects.

With four Residents’ Councillors covering
the two electoral wards we have a strong voice
on Elmbridge Council working with other
Residents’ Councillors to ensure that decisions
are based on the needs of local communities
and on good management rather than on
party politics.

Our Residents’ County Councillor, Nick
Darby, represents our views at Surrey County

Council.

President: Martin Wilberforce

7 River Avenue,
Thames Ditton 020 8398 4732

Vice President: Ruth Lyon,

11 Riversdale Road,
Thames Ditton 0208 398 3396

Vice President Tannia Shipley,
27 Lower Green Road, Esher 020 8398 2484

Surrey County Councillor: Nick Darby,
12 Basing Close, Thames Ditton 020 8398 2382
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information.

121 Anyards Road, Cobham, KT11 2LJ



Introduction to this issue

by Gill Coates

It may be a bit unusual for Thames Ditton
Today to carry an editorial, especially when
this particular Editor is a only a guest for
one issue, but please read on.

I offered to edit this edition because -
as you may be aware - we are currently
without an Editor for the magazine, which
has been delivered every quarter through
the doors of Thames Ditton and Weston
Green since 1970. I wanted to make sure
we had an issue in September to publicise
the Residents Association’s third Nature
& Climate Festival, which takes place
on October 4-6th. If the only way to do
that was offer to do it myself, well, needs
must. So here we are with a special edition
primarily focusing on our forthcoming
festival and introducing some of the local

people who are already climate champions.

Solitary Bee (Panargus banksianus) on Ditton
common

One resident recently told me they
thought climate change was a ‘scam’. She
is not alone - you’d be surprised how many
people dismiss the topic altogether and
don’t want to engage. But whatever your
views on climate change, I ask you, isn’t it

just common sense to spend less on your
energy bills, to waste less money on food
you’re never going to eat, to buy fewer
clothes that will go to the charity shop
unworn? In other words, climate change or
not, won’t we all benefit from consuming a
little less and living more sustainably?

That is the theme of this year’s festival
and we have all sorts of events and
activities planned to bring the community
together, from a quiz night and an Earth
Pop concert, to a gardener’s question time
and a family ‘build a bug hotel’ session.
The centre page spread of this magazine
has a pull-out-and-keep programme so you
can start planning your weekend.

I’ve spoken to a variety of contributors
and commissioned some interesting
articles for this issue and I can honestly
say, it’s been FUN! But tragically this may
be the last Thames Ditton Today if we
can’t find a new Editor/s. Can you help to
keep this special community magazine
going? If so, the RA would love to hear
from you. Please contact us on
editor@residents-association.com or
give us a call on 020 8398 5534 to find out
more. It is great way of getting to know
more about our local area and community
and there is plenty of support from the
friendly RA Executive Committee.

Please think about it and I hope you enjoy
our Nature & Climate special edition.

Best wishes,

A CA

Gill



News from the Residents’ Association

to end-July

Visitors enjoying the Shipley’s ‘secret garden’
The Secret Gardens of Weston
Green

It was Weston Green’s turn to host the
RA’s annual ‘Secret Gardens’ afternoon,
which took place on Sunday 19th June.

This year visitors could follow a trail
which took them to eight private gardens,
four of which were opening for the first
time. The tour ended at All Saints Church
where the regular flower volunteers had
mounted a special floral display on the
theme of the Olympics, curated under the
artistic direction of Kate Ellis.

The Secret Gardens varied in planting
styles from contemporary to cottage,
while their details ranged from the rustic
to the achingly cool. The most talked-
about feature without doubt was Jon and
Katherine Crook’s outdoor kitchen in

Ice-skating celebrated in the All Saints Olympic-
themed floral display



their ultra modern garden, and everyone
was wowed by Tannia and Nigel Shipley’s
picture-perfect oasis of calm.

Also on show were Nigel and Gill
Coates’s modern front garden and
‘rewilded’ rear; Julia and Malcolm
Luker’s colourful, tranquil haven; Gerald
Smith’s plantsman’s garden (complete
with tortoises and chickens); Andrew and
Cathy Wise’s contemporary reimagining
of a formerly neglected plot; Liam and
Nuala Kearney’s fun, informal entertaining
space and Judith and Michael Phillips’s
generously planted cottage-style garden.

As is the tradition in Weston Green,
afternoon teas were made and served by
a team of volunteers at All Saints Church,
organised by Anstice Wadia.

it

Secret Gardens Teas Team at All Saints Weston

The Secret Gardens event raised over
£1600, shared between All Saints Church
and the RA (who will use the funds
specifically for enhancement projects in
Weston Green). Many thanks to all our
Secret Gardeners who generously agreed to
take part, to all the church flower arrangers
and to everyone who helped with the
organisation and the teas.

High Street flies the flag for the
Olympics

Once again, local charity Thames Ditton
Foundation erected Union flags along

The Union Flags team

Thames Ditton High Street to celebrate
Team GB - and our fantastic shops

and businesses - for the 2024 Summer
Olympics. The flags initiative was founded
by the TD Foundation back in 2012 and
they have been hung for the Olympics and
Paralympics ever since, as well as important
national events and Royal celebrations.

Funding for this year’s flags initiative was
raised via the TD Foundation’s Summer
Garden Party (see below). Special thanks
go to the TD Foundation’s trusty volunteer
flags team for all their hard work.

-

Ruth and John Lyon (resplendent in Pembroke
College blazer) at the TD Foundation’s garden party



Music Lessons Esher and Thames Ditton
Based in Lower Green.
Lessons in Person or Online (Skype)

Would you like to play piano?
Write your own songs? - or play flute?

Perhaps you want to learn some music with
your friends - or on your own.

Why not give it a try?

07722574625
colleenmuriel@hotmail.com.

elflauto.ca

Karen’s Angels

The All Needs Carers

Karen’s Angels is a friendly local care
company, operating in Surrey.

We provide professional 24 hour care, social
and personal care services.

We are very proud of the excellent reputation
we continue to achieve with our customers,
their families, local authorities, GP’s and DN’s.

For further information please contact

Karen/Andrea

02082247848
07760220604
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PROFESSIONAL KITCHEN DESIGN

The Hersham Cenfre, Hersham T: 01932 379076

New online gallery with 150 images...

www.moorebydesign.co.uk

RIESE EMULLER
TorqueElectric.co.uk




Thames Ditton Foundation
Summer Garden Party

Around 170 guests made the most of one
of the rare warm Sundays in June (30th) by
attending a summer party hosted by Tricia
and Will Bland in their lovely garden in
the heart of Thames Ditton.

Volunteers served delicious home made
cakes and refreshments while visitors were
entertained by local pianist Jamie Gray.

The Garden Party was in aid of the
Thames Ditton Foundation, the charity
which funds local projects including the
community garden at Thames Ditton
Station and various High Street initiatives
such as the Union flags (above). Some of
the money raised will also go towards
the local foodbank and support the
St Nicholas Church community hub,
including sponsoring their Ready Steady
Cake family fun day which will help local
families during the cost of living crisis.

For more information visit www.
thamesdittonfoundation.org or email:
contact@thamesdittonfoundation.org

The Olympic post box topper
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Top That! The mystery
deepens.....

They strike with stealth and precision.
Who are they? Where do they live? And
where did they learn their craft?

We’re talking about the creative genius
behind the astonishingly beautiful, hand-
crafted post box ‘toppers’ that adorn
Thames Ditton’s high street and bring a
smile to everyone’s faces.

Each one is different, each one is
themed and each is crafted anew. The
stitching is a mixture of crochet and
knitting, all woven together to produce
3-D mini masterpieces. As the seasons
change so do the toppers.

The speed with which they are crafted, all
by hand, is dumbfounding. This summer
the Olympic themed topper was even
updated with medals to reflect the success
of Team GB as the games progressed.

A bit like Banksy, our anonymous
master-crafter strikes in secret in the
night. Clearly no public recognition is
sought, but our admiration is due. We
definitely think they deserve a special
shout out. So keep watching, wondering
and be in awe.

Nature & Climate Photography
Competition - Closing Date
Extended

Because we dropped back the date of
the Nature & Climate Festival, the closing
date for the photography competition has
been extended. Entries now have to be
in by Friday 20th September. Categories
include local animal life, local plantlife,
the local environment and an open
category for entrants living and entries
taken beyond the borders of Thames
Ditton and Weston Green. Full entry
details are available on the RA website.



Update from your Residents’ Association

Thames Ditton Ward

Elaine Sesemann
TDWGRA

Councillor News

As this is a special edition devoted
to Nature and Climate topics we are
highlighting some of the initiatives that
Elmbridge Borough Council is involved in.
EBC declared a climate emergency in 2019
and the organisation aims to be Net Zero by
2030. We all support Council measures to
mitigate the impacts of climate change and
reduce emissions.

Thames  Ditton
enhancement grant

A grant of £5,000 from the UK Shared
Prosperity Fund (UKSPF) has been
allocated to Thames Ditton to enhance the
High Street area of the village. We have
spoken to residents and businesses and it
has been agreed that the grant should be
spent on new cycle racks, for the existing
and some new locations. This will satisfy
several of the key aims of the UKSPF
which include facilitating permanent
infrastructure projects to support local
businesses, promoting active travel and
supporting community development. At
the time of writing the sites for new racks
are being discussed with EBC and Surrey

High St

Caroline James
TDWGRA
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Alex Batchelor
TDWGRA

County Council, and quotes are being
sought for their supply and installation.

Elmbridge Community Climate
Action Fund

EBC has recently launched a funding
scheme for grants to community groups to
help deliver carbon reduction projects and
facilitateinitiativestoimprove sustainability.
The fund totalling £100,000 was offered
to community groups including charities,
schools, faith groups and sports clubs for
projects which reduce carbon emissions,
reduce water consumption, promote active
travel or increase biodiversity. Groups
could apply for up to £5,000. The closing
date for applications was 1st September. We
are aware of several local applications that
were put forward so we will update on any
successful projects in a future issue.

Green Business Grants

High street independent shops and small
and medium businesses in Elmbridge can
now benefit from new Green Business
Boost Funding to help them become
more sustainable by reducing their carbon
emissions.



Councillors at Elmbridge Borough Council

Hinchley Wood and Weston Green Ward

Gill Coates
TDWGRA

Grants can be used to help fund investment
in energy saving measures such as LED
lighting, new energy efficient equipment
or renewables, to help small businesses in
the borough save money and reduce energy
consumption.

Businesses can apply for a grant of up
to £5,000 with funding available on the
following basis:

e the first £1,000 of any project has no
match funding required.

 anything above £1,000 up to £5,000
requires a 50% match from the business.

Full information on applications can be
found by searching ‘Elmbridge Green
Business Boost’ on the EBC website.

Thames Ditton Summer Road
playground

Good news for local families! EBC is
planning to refurbish the play area and
replace the equipment at the Summer
Road playground. An online survey was
carried out in August to help shape the
improvements (which we helped to promote
locally) and the upgrade is planned for
Spring 2025.

Janet Turner
HWRA

»

James Crawshaw
HWRA

Draft Local Plan: Update

EBC will not be proceeding to stage 3 of
the DLP examination. At the time of writing
the Council is waiting for the planning
inspector’s findings from stage 2. The
Elmbridge DLP focuses on sustainability
and biodiversity, new homes and economic
growth. It is ambitious in its objectives to
ensure Elmbridge remains a great place to
live and work whilst reflecting residents’
wish not to build on the green belt. The
new Government is consulting on proposed
changes to the National Planning Policy
Framework (NPPF) and the methodology
for calculating housing need. Under the new
methodology our housing target would rise
to an alarming 1443 units annually. We will
keep you informed.

Residents’ Association
www.residents-association.com

or follow us on X@T Dresidents
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Specialising in Grandfather, Dial,
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Update from Nick Darby,
our Surrey County Councillor

Surrey County Councillor,
(The Dittons) Nick Darby

I am glad to say the Keep Clear signs on
the Embercourt Roundabout have now been
restored. The remarking work at the Station
Road / Speer Road junction and Speer Road
/ Summer Road mini roundabout has yet to
be carried out. I continue to press for this as
they are both safety issues.

Resurfacing on Portsmouth Road in
the Claygate Lane area will have been
completed by the time this goes to press.

Formal design on the forthcoming 20mph
limits on Giggs Hill Road by the cricket
club, by the Long Ditton schools and Speer
Road / Summer Road are under way. It is
frustrating this type of work takes so long.

May I make a plea for considerate parking
- there is a day time parking restriction
by part of the raised pavement section on
Station Road, Thames Ditton, opposite the
new nursery. It is often flouted resulting in
gridlock and dangerous pavement driving.

Surrey have not been good at parking
enforcement or verge cutting, nor drain
cleaning. Residents can report problems on
the Surrey County Council website, but if
there is still an issue please call me.

Best wishes to all

Nick Darby

Surrey County Councillor for the Dittons
0208 398 2382

07719 728725
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Dates for your diary

Nature & Climate Festival
4th-6th October
Vital Village, Mercer Close

Farmers’ Market
Mercer Close Car Park (by the
Library) fourth Saturday of the month

Weston Green Litter Pickers
Meet at Marneys pub on the first
Saturday in the month at 10.30am

Thames Ditton Litter Pickers
Meet at Thames Ditton Tennis Club
car park third Saturday of the month
at 10.45am

Flood Risk Drop-in
11.00am - 4.00pm, Saturday 16th
November in the Vera Fletcher Hall

Bereavement Café (open to all)
Third Tuesday of the month, 10.30 am -
12 noon. St. Nicholas Church Hall Call
020 8398 9641 for more information.

‘Knit and Natter’
Tuesdays 10.30am — 12 noon, Talbot
House Café, St Nicholas Church Hall

Tiny Saints Bumps and Babies café
Fridays term time 11.00 am — 12.30
pm All Saints Church Hall, Weston
Green

Seniors Coffee Morning
Every Wednesday from 10.30am
Vital Village, Mercer Close
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INDEPENDENT,
TRUSTED FINANCIAL
ADVICE IN THE HEART
OF THAMES DITTON

Knight lames"are a friendly. local
business offering trusted, impartial
financial advice.

Our experienced team are able to offer
advice in the following areas-

* Mortgage & Lending Services

= Investment & Pension Advice

+ Portfolio Management

+ Retirerment & Tax Planning

= Corpoarate & Employee Benefits

= Commercial Insurance

Contact us today to find out how we can
help to put you on the right inancial path.

Call 020 8398 6677
www.knightjames.com

INVESTMEMNT
& PEMSION
ADVICE

WEALTH
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The History and Wildlife
of Ditton Common
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Genista and Rumex sp. on Ditton Common
We are lucky to live surrounded by some of
Elmbridge’s ancient commons. But what is
a common exactly? And what makes Ditton
Common so special? We invited Dave
Page, Countryside Estates Officer with
Elmbridge Borough Council, to tell us
more about this lovely corner of Elmbridge.

Commons are a remnant of the manorial
system which was the basis of the country’s
economy from mediaeval times. The manor
was the basic unit and was supposed to be
self-sufficient. Crops were grown on the
better soil and poorer ‘waste’ land was used
for grazing and gathering fuel. The Lord of
the Manor owned the entirety, but cottagers
had rights recognised by the courts. This
meant that the Lord of the Manor could
not enclose land without parliamentary
authority, hence the survival of unfenced
open spaces which we recognise today as
the hallmark of the common.

In 1920 The Esher Urban District Council
purchased, for the sum of £360, the Lordship
of the Manor of Weston, comprising Weston
Green (6.43 acres), Ditton Common (79.71
acres), Littleworth Common (116.18 acres),
Hare Lane Green (4.14 acres), and Arbrook
Common (50.69 acres). There would have
been many commoners with rights living in
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properties around the boundary at that time.
After the 1965 Commons Registration Act,
there were just two registered properties
with common rights: 14 Jubilee Villas, and
The Lodge, Hampton Court Way. They
had the right of pasture for some livestock
and rights of estovers (firewood) and
piscary (fish). Long-time residents can still
remember goats and horses being grazed
on Ditton Common into the late 1970s. But
they were the last commoners in Elmbridge
and those rights are now extinguished.

For hundreds of years livestock grazing
and timber collection by the commoners
maintained an open, treeless landscape of
grassland and heathland on the poor gravelly
soils. During the 19th century a 3-hole golf
course was established by the Lord of the
Manor and by 1892 this had become the
Thames Ditton and Esher Golf Course of
9/18 holes, making it one of the oldest in the
UK. Cricket was played on a pitch near Yew
Tree Cottages for many years and also on
the green opposite Jubilee Villas.

With urban development around the
commons and the cessation of widespread
grazing, trees rapidly established during the
20th century, creating pockets of secondary
woodland. Luckily the surviving remnants
of the open areas can still be seen today in
the golf course ‘rough’ areas. These ancient
acid grassland and heathland habitats
host many special species that would
soon disappear should the habitat become
overgrown and succeed to woodland. Since
1996 Ditton Common has been designated
a Site of Nature Conservation Importance at
a County level. The Golf Club is therefore



an important factor in the survival of the
grass and heathland habitats. You can still
find flowers such as Ling (common heather),
Dwarf gorse, Harebell, Sand Spurrey,
Heath Bedstraw and Petty Whin (a rare and
declining low growing shrub) among the
fine grasses.

Butterflies such as Small Copper, Essex
Skipper, Brown Argus and Common Blue can
all be found here and we have recorded over
90 species of solitary bees and wasps nesting
along the pathways. There is still a population
of native Common Lizards and you may be
lucky to glimpse one on sunny days.
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An aerial photo of Ditton Common in 1971
showing the treeless landscape that existed then
The wooded areas are maturing and are
dominated by pedunculate oak with a holly,
yew and bramble understorey. Woodland
thinning successfully took place in the
area next to the Old Cranleighans in 1994.
The rotation is roughly 30 years, so another
thin is planned to improve biodiversity and
amenity as the area is now very overgrown.

In the last 10 years we have been plagued
by Oak Processionary Moth (OPM) on oak
trees. The hairy caterpillars cause irritating
skin rashes if you come into contact with
them. Notices are posted and action is taken
where there is a clear risk to the public.
OPM also causes problems managing the
common as the risks of exposing staff and
countryside volunteers to the caterpillars
means conservation tasks enhancing the
grassland habitats have had to be postponed.
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But there is some better news on the horizon;
two species of fly which parasitise the
caterpillars have followed the moths into the
area and may start to reduce numbers.

There are two ponds on Ditton Common.
Marney’s Pond is a clay lined pond by All
Saints Church with a large linear drain
connected, known as the Slade. Efforts to
reduce unauthorised stocking of coarse fish
such as carp have improved the diversity of
wildlife, especially dragonflies. Milbourne
Pond by Weston Green Road is smaller
than former times due to long term falls
in the water table. At the community’s
request it was dug deeper several years
ago to improve water retention (although
ponds that dry out in the summer are just
as valuable for wildlife). Today Milbourne
pond is still a wildlife oasis and the pond
margins are home to many species. This is
one place where over-tidying could have a
detrimental effect on the surviving wildlife.

Today, Ditton Common is a popular
and busy open space enjoyed by the local
community. EBC’s contractors manage
the grass cutting and bin emptying in the
amenity areas, while the Countryside Team
cut the main paths in the summer and deal
with fallen trees, drainage ditches and the
ponds, OPM issues, liaise with the good
folk at the golf club, and fix potholes in
Marney’s Inn car park which is part of the
common. One of our most regular jobs is
removing litter and fly tipped rubbish along
Weston Green Road which remains a hot
spot for this anti-social activity and we are
always hugely grateful to the RA’s Weston
Green Litter Pickers, organised by former
Mayor Tannia Shipley, for their monthly
litter picks.

For more information on how Elmbridge
Borough Council carry out biodiversity, visit
https:/lwww.elmbridge.gov.uk/sustainable-
elmbridge-0/biodiversity



Flood Warning in January -

Were You Prepared?

Flood water 15c¢m below patio level.

Alexandra Road at other side of patio -
28cm lower. 2014 flood level was 10cm
above patio, so 38 cm flood along road.

River Height, 6th Jan 2024

In January this year there were a couple of
flood warnings and the River Thames rose
some 2m, flooded Thames Ditton Island
and came to within 20cm of a repeat of the
2014 flood along River Bank and Alexandra
Road. Were you prepared?

Since the very successful public Flooding
Drop-In  sessions organised by the
Environment Agency and the Residents’
Association last year, your Flood Group has
been very active.

Firstly, we have been discussing permanent
flood defences with the Environment
Agency and Surrey County Council. The
Environment Agency are shortlisting
options for discussion with residents.

Secondly, we have been investigating
temporary flood protection for the highest
risk area on the mainland and have obtained
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funding for some temporary barriers and
pumps so that we are ready for the next flood.

Finally, because any permanent scheme
that the Environment Agency might
propose will take several years to agree and
implement, the Flood Group is investigating
funding to carry out initial surveys of the
highest risk properties to see what would be
required to reduce their risk with Property
Flood Resilience measures.

‘We would like to get feedback from residents
to gauge interest in these issues, so the
Residents’ Association is arranging a special
drop-in session (see box). Keep any eye on the
RA website for further details, or follow us on
X. If you're interested in flood management we
look forward to seeing you there.

Tony Thompson

Know Your Flood Risk
and Be Prepared

A public ‘drop-in’ session to meet the experts

11.00 am - 4.00pm, Saturday 16th
November in the Vera Fletcher Hall

Presentations at 12.00 noon and 2.00pm by:

Environment Agency - Latest Flood
Forecast Data and Possible Flood Protection
Issues

Surrey County Council - Flood Protection
Plans for Surrey

TD&WG Residents’ Association - A Local

Outlook on Flooding and the Temporary
Flood Barrier Scheme

Lakeside Flooding Solutions - Information
on Temporary Flood Barriers for Thames
Ditton and Property Flood Resilience



Stuart James
Antiques

We are part of
the largest recycling
network in the world!

We sell 18th to mid 20th century
furniture, mirrors and decorative
items, together with modern
lighting and handcrafted candles
in a myriad of colours.

design: www.thesetupdesign.com thames ditton

Open 7 days a week 77 Bridge Road, East Molesey, KT8 9HH

from 11.30am to 5pm Instagram @Stuart]JamesAntiques
07808 739857

FUNERAL DIRECTORS AND MEMORIAL STONEMASONS

OUR FAMILY
HELPING
YOUR FAMILY

For over 240 years, eight generations of the Robert, @hris & Michael Lodgg

*Trustpilot

5.0 Excellent as of 08/24

Lodge Family have been privileged to help local
families in their time of need.We provide all

funerals, whether modern, traditional, green “An excellent service providing a compassionate

or alternative, with care and compassion. funeral for our father. Lodge Brothers exceeded
our expectations and demonstrated a depth of
THAMES DITTON care that one would show to their own family.”

- J. Luxton

37 High Street 020 8398 4586

Branches also in Esher, Molesey & Surbiton

ASK ABOUT OUR

Lodge

www.Iodgebrothers.co.uk FUNERAL PLANS the family you can turn to

FLORAL TRIBUTES + FUNERAL PLANS -+ WILLS & PROBATE
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Fashion’s Dirty Secret: The
Urgent Need for Green Glam

Jo Ingham (L) and Jo Ward: changing the face of
fashion

Meet Jo and Jo, two local fashion industry experts
with over 30 years in High Street Retail, who have
set up Ourfashionfix.com. They have witnessed the
impact of our choices on the environment and their
goal is to raise the profile of sustainable brands and
inspire a shift towards eco-friendly living. The Jos
believe that if we work together, we can mend the
retail industry’s past and build a more sustainable,
efficient future for all - and look great whilst doing
it. We asked them to strip away the glossy facade
and expose the harsh reality about fashion’s impact
on our planet:

Behind the glamour of fashion lies a less
attractive truth — the industry is a heavyweight
champion in environmental degradation,. It is
responsible for a staggering 8-10% of global
emissions.

Raw materials, the backbone of fashion,
come with an environmental cost. Cotton
gobbles up 2.5% of the world’s farmland,
contributing to deforestation and water
depletion. The conventional dyeing process
releases approximately 43 tonnes of chemicals
annually into the environment, wreaking
havoc on ecosystems and biodiversity.

Synthetic fibres, particularly polyester, were
once hailed as a modern solution but they hide
a dark side. Polyester consumes 342 million
barrels of oil annually: a huge environmental
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toll. Its yarns can be recycled but only once.
In reality, recycled polyester remains a
contributor to long-term environmental issues.

Consumer behaviour plays a starring role in
this eco-drama. The UK leads Europe with
a per-head consumption of 26.7 kg of new
clothing annually. And according to Waste
& Resources Action Plan research, 26% of
the clothes in our wardrobes are unworn — a
testament to excess consumption and the
resulting waste.

Its time for a wardrobe revolution.
Consumers must pivot towards sustainable
and ethically produced garments, breaking
free from the clutches of fast fashion.
Manufacturers need to adopt eco-friendly
production practices, reducing chemical
usage and embracing sustainable alternatives.
Government regulations can help by
penalising environmental negligence and
incentivising green practices.

The call for change is becoming a collective
roar. From designers to manufacturers,
consumers to policymakers, it’s time to
unite for a fashion world that still captivates
us but leaves a positive mark on the planet.
Let’s rewrite the fashion narrative, creating a
greener, more responsible industry. Because
true style doesn’t just look good; it feels good
for the Earth too.

Jo Ingham will be joining the panel of our
Climate Cafe event at 2.00pm on Saturday 5th
October, to discuss the steps we can all take to
make a difference, as well as offering styling tips
at our Big Community Recycle on Sunday 6th
from 2.00pm. If you are a business in need of some
advice on sustainability, efficiency or just want to
know about the sustainable landscape check out
Ourfashionfox.com/about.



PLANET |
WARRIORS |

KIDS CLUB.

A uniqu":ppro
wraparound care
4-11 year olds

BOOK NOW! DOORS *
OPEN THIS SEPTEMBER!

We can’t wait to welcome your children to Planet
Warriors Kids Club! Here’s a taste of what’s in store...

v/ Breakfast & After School Club

¢/ Fun activities included HOLIDAY CLUBS
v/ Healthy hot meals Also coming soon!
v/ Drop off and pick up at local Inset days and holidays
schools: HWPS, TDI & TDJ covered at Planet Warriors
v Ofsted registered Kids Club! ngp an eye on
our website for more
v/ Secure venue & dedicated staff details coming soon!

¢/ Childcare vouchers accepted

NEWSFLASH: FUN ACTIVITIES CONFIRMED!

We're excited to offer clubs by these excellent local providers...

magpig: Neude (F) B4

LI AR LI L LR ]
makes

PLUS PWKC CHOIR, READING CLUB, FOOTBALL, MULTISPORTS & MORE!

planetwarriorskidsclub.co.uk f




NATLRE CLIMATE

FESTIVAL

4 - 6 October 2024

Thames Ditton & Weston Green Residen(s’ Association

Programme

A pull out and keep programme
to plan your visit

All events will take place in Vital Village in Mercer Close, Thames Ditton. Most events and
activities are free and there is no need to book ahead unless specified

KILLIK & Co

Save | Plan | Invest
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FRIDAY 4th OCTOBER
The opening day where you can learn to save energy and take part in our
fun general knowledge quiz.

12.00 - 1.30 pm  HOW TO SAVE ENERGY AND SAVE MONEY in association
with Surrey Climate Commission

An informal ‘lunch and learn’ event in which you can discover tips on how to
reduce your energy consumption and put money back into your pocket. Drinks

and snacks are available to purchase, or feel free to bring your own. FREE but
please reserve your place at What's On at www.vitalvillage.co.uk

7.00 - 10.30 pm THE BIG GREEN QUIZ NIGHT

Come along and test your general knowledge in the Residents Associations Quiz
Night, with the occasional ‘green twist’. Teams of six (max). Form your own team

or let us know your numbers and we can make up scratch teams. £5 per head.
To enter your team or buy tickets, please visit What's On at www.vitalvillage.co.uk

SATURDAY 5th OCTOBER
An action-packed day where you can drop by and pick up essential tips on
living sustainably, recycle your tech and listen to great music

All day from 10.30am:

TECH-TAKEBACK - Dr David Greenfield from Tech-TakeBack in Portsmouth will
be here to collect unwanted tech (desktop PCs and laptops plus power cables
and chargers, but not monitors or accessories) to repair and re-use in the
circular economy. Since 2016 TTBS innovative solutions have diverted 65 tonnes of
electrical waste from landfill and saved over 525 tonnes of CO2 emissions.

FREE but TTB is a charity and David welcomes any donations towards their work. Find out
how to prepare your items and learn more about TTB on www.techtakeback.com.

12.00 onwards: CRAFT FAIR AND ECO SHOP - A handful of local pop up
and stalls to enjoy

10.45 am - 12.00 pm HOW TO DIG THE EARTH....Your sustainable gardening

questions answered, in association with Squires of Long Ditton.

Mahatma Ghandi said ‘To forget how to dig the earth and to tend the soil is to
forget ourselves'. But in our changing climate our gardens and wildlife are
suffering and traditional methods are increasingly unreliable. How can we keep
our gardens and allotments resilient and productive, for pleasure, food or
biodiversity? Rupert Sleight, manager of Squires Long Ditton, will chair a panel
of experienced gardeners and enthusiasts to answer all your questions.

FREE but please reserve your place at What's On on www.vitalvillage.co.uk



12.00 noon VISIT BY THE MAYOR OF ELMBRIDGE, CLLR NEIL HOUSTON

The Mayor has kindly agreed to visit the festival, plant some bulbs to officially
open Vital Village and enjoy the next item on the programme.

12.30 pm ‘WE ARE THE VOICE' CHILDREN'S ENVIRONMENTAL CHOIR

We Are the Voice are the brilliant local childrens choir who have sung at both
previous Nature & Climate Festivals. They are back this year for an informal
lunchtime concert. Drinks and snacks are available from our own Green Cafe, so

grab a bite, settle down and enjoy a very special performance. FREE.

2.00 - 5.00 pm KEYNOTE EVENT: JUST ONE GREEN THING, a Climate Cafe

event in association with Green Elmbridge

If you want tfo start changing your lifestyle but don't know where to begin, this
is the event for you. We have brought together a fantastic panel who have done
the hard work for you and they are ready to share their top tips about the
small changes you can make TODAY, to lead a more sustainable life. Guests
include Diana Thornton (Oxshott Net Zero/Take the Jump); Jo Ingham (Our
Fashion Fix); Dr David Greenfield (Professor of the Circular Economy at Brighton
University), Winston Holland (Wildlife Aid Foundations iDOT); Victoria
Ebrahimzadeh (Waste to Plate). Includes a break-out room with Adrian Turner
of Killik & Co talking about sustainable investing.

FREE. This is an informal session so please feel free to wander in and out and ask as
many questions as you like. Meanwhile your kids can be entertained by.....

2.00 - 4.00 pm SERENA HASSAN AND THE TAP DANCING PIGEON (storytelling
and craft activity for 4-8 years old)

Join award-winning chidrens author Serena Hassan for a lively, interactive
storytelling performance session of The Tap Dancing Pigeon of Covent Garden.
Bring tfo life the adventures of Pigeon as he discovers a love of opera, learns to
dance and tangles with the perils of plastics pollution.

£5 for first child, £2 for siblings (includes one free book per family.) Please
book at What's On at www.vitalvillage.co.uk.

7.00pm - 10.00 pm AN EVENING WITH BERNE

Meet Deborah and Gian who together make up Earth-pop duo Berne, who are EU
Climate Pact Ambassadors . They are returning to the Nature & Climate Festival
following their short but decidedly sweet performance at our comedy night last
year when they treated us to two of their ethereally beautiful songs. They were
so good we've invited them back for a whole evening in which they will perform
more of their music and fell us about how they use it fo influence people and
campaign for change.

TICKETS £10 per person. Please book via What's On at www.vitalvillage.co.uk
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SUNDAY 6th OCTOBER
Join us for a fun-packed day of community recycling and eco-activity.
10.30am onwards - ECO FAIR - including a selection of local craftspeople

11.00 am - 12.30 pm FAMILY FUN ACTIVITY - BUILD A BUG HOTEL in
association with the Wildlife Aid Foundation

The engaging and informative Winston Holland from WAF in Leatherhead will
take us through the steps to create a ‘bug hotel’ to encourage wildlife in the
garden. Build your own shoebox version, or join in filling the giant permanent
residence that we will erect in Vital Village’s community garden at the end.

FREE for all ages. Any contributions of twigs, pine cones, straw, bamboo,
small logs etc to share will be very welcome.

1.00 - 4.30 pm THE BIG COMMUNITY RECYCLE 'Bring and Buy’ Sale

Bring your good-as-new, pre-loved items along to find new homes for them and
maybe grab a bargain of your own. Details for how it works on the RA and Vital
Village websites. We're accepting good quality clothes, household items and baby

equipment. Jo Ingham of Our Fashion Fix will be on hand to offer styling advice.

3.30pm Presentation of the Nature & Climate Photography
Competition prize winners
4.00pm Grand Raffle Draw (4.00pm)

PLUS - RIVER THAMES LITTER CLEAN UP in Association with the Dittons
Skiff and Punting Club (time t.b.c.)

We are partnering with the Dittons Skiff and Punting Club to organise a water-
bound river plastic clean up at some point on Sunday 6th, subject fo tides

and water safety concerns. Please check the RA and DSPC websites for updates
near the time. ( Boarding the DSPC clubhouse in Queens Rd).

The TD&WGRA reserves the right to change or cancel events altogether in unavoidable circumstances.
We would like to thank Festival organisers Clir Gill Coates, Cllr Caroline James, Libby McIntyre
(TD&WGRA) and Laura Pring (Vital Village). Thanks also to Chris Greatorex (technician), Alison Lam (stalls),
Stephanie Dare, Alexandra Lewington, Nick Davis and Mona Saad (Green Elmbridge) and Lisa Tolley (lovely
logos and tea towels!). Special thanks to all of our wonderful Festival partners, contributors, speakers
and performers. The Nature & Climate Festival would not be possible without the generous support of
HJIC Estate Agents and Killik & Co financial advisors and we are very grateful to Alex Langdon and Lucy
Roshier respectively. Finally, a thank you to Festival co-founder, journalist and environmental campaigner
Lucy Siegle, who sadly could not join us this year but who remains our biggest supporter.

Follow the Nature & Climate Festival on Instagram @TDClimatenaturefest and use the

QR code to check latest programme updates on our website
OLbre{0)
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Bringing Vitality to the Village m @
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Laura Pring in front of Vital Village’s ‘living wall’

This year the festival hub will be back in
its regular venue but visitors will notice it
is looking somewhat different. No longer
the dowdy Thames Ditton Centre for the
Community, in April the Council leased it
to Vital Village, a not-for-profit Community
Interest Company founded by local resident
Laura Pring. We caught up with her to find
out more about the changes and hear her
ideas for this new community hub.

Let’s start with the look and feel
of the Hub, because it really has
the ‘wow factor’. Talk us through
what you’ve done.

Thanks! It did look a little tired before
but I always saw great potential in the
building. What we’ve tried to do is bring it
up to date with a modern, bright interior that
compliments our emphasis on sustainability.
Hence the ‘living wall’ of plants, the abundant
use of natural finishes and the tree-like coat
hooks in the entrance with bird song playing
in the background. It’s fun and informal and,
we hope, very welcoming.
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You’ve improved the outside too,
haven't you?

We’ve created a lovely community garden
where we’re growing vegetables and
making compost thanks to Beth, another
local resident who has her own CIC called
RootzUp. And we’ve replaced the rotting
garage door with a new glass shopfront to
our Eco Community Shop, where we will be
selling packaging-free products and refills
as well as having our Community Fridge —
an initiative that aims to reduce food waste.
The shop will also sell products/brands by
local residents.

So what’s not changed?

The basic layout is unchanged. It was
always a very flexible space and we’ve kept
the big community hall — the Vitality Hall
- a smaller hall (the Village Studio, which
can be used as a classroom, meeting room
or exercise studio), the Wellness Room (the
small treatment room suitable for everything
from acupuncture to podiatry) and the Vital
Office, a space ideal for meeting and some
quiet working. And of course the main Vital
Village Cafe area, which is open daily from
9am until 2.30pm.

Vital Village is a Community
Interest Company. Can you
explain what that is?

A CIC is a social enterprise set up for
community benefit. It’s not-for-profit, so
any money we might make after covering
our costs will get ploughed back into
the Hub and the community we serve.
It’s a bit like a Charitable Incorporated



Organisation (CIO) or a Charity, but with
slightly different obligations, but it’s just as
thoroughly regulated. We have an Advisory
Board made up of local residents including
one of our local Thames Ditton councillors,
who oversee what we do and we have to
make annual reports to the Regulator and
to the Council to prove that we are fulfilling
the KPIs that we have agreed on.

KPIs? What are they?

Key Performance Indicators. It’s a list of
targets the Council has set regarding the
number of activities we hold, the different
sectors of the community we engage with,
the variety of services we provide and so
on. It’s quite onerous, but that’s as it should
be. It is a publicly-owned building after all.

You haven't bought it?

No, we have a 5-year lease from the Council.

So what kind of activities are
available?

Vital Village has three core values:
sustainability, = healthy  living  and
community togetherness. Some of our
initiatives are permanent features, like the
Eco Shop, a ‘Stuff Depot’ (where we will
have useful items you can hire, rather than
buying them and having to find houseroom
for them); a Toy Library, our Cafe ( a coffee
shop for now but hopefully we can expand
it later) and our community garden where
we are growing wildlife friendly plants
and food. And we’re talking to a local
food waste expert on hosting a Community
Fridge. To encourage healthy living there
will be occasional exercise groups for all
ages and abilities, and local therapists can
hire the treatment room. Finally there will
be all sorts of social gatherings, from the
bridge group, our Senior Coffee Mornings,
our ‘Lunch and Learn’ programme of talks
and much more. We are also partnering
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with other local groups such as CHEER
to offer occasional advice sessions. And of
course we are looking forward to hosting
the Nature & Climate Festival in October.

It used to be a Council day-centre for
the elderly, open just two days a week,
but our aim is to be a genuinely inclusive,
democratic community hub, open every
day. So whatever your age, gender or faith,
you are welcome and hopefully there is
something for you. And if it’s not here
already, please tell us and we might be able
to include it in our programme.

Do you have to join or be a
member?

Not at all! Just wander in between 9.00am
and 2.30pm, every day. We’d love to see you.
We do run the Vital Village Club which you
need to join to access special services like
the Stuff Depot and Toy Library and enjoy
perks like discounts on space hiring and
with local businesses. But the hub itself is
free for all.

It sounds like a lot of work. How
big is your team?

At the moment its just me and a couple
of others and we are all volunteers, but
we’re eager to make this a real community
venture, so if you’ve got an idea for a group
and want a venue to host it, or you just fancy
becoming more involved in community
things, please drop by for a chat to discuss
how we can work together. I'm inspired by
the Elmbridge Eco Hub in Walton (also a
CIC) which went from zero to over 200
regular volunteers in its first year. Wouldn’t
it be great if we could build something like
that here?

For more information on Vital Village
visit:  www.vitalvillage.co.uk or follow
@yvitalvillageuk on Instagram.



Inspired Beginnings

We Are the Voice is a children’s
environmental choir, founded by the
inspirational Niamh Clunes. We are

delighted to have them back for the third
year to sing at the festival and if you have
not yet heard them you are in for a rare treat.
We invited Niamh to tell us all about them.

The choir was named after a song I
wrote in 2002 for the World Summit on
Sustainable Development in Johannesburg,
hosted by the WWF and attended by
Nelson Mandela. Alongside my music
career in 1970°s London, I was always an
environmental campaigner and worked
in Africa for Oxfam, UNICEF and World
Food Programme during East Africa’s war-
torn nineties. The song was snatched up by
a local environmental NGO and used to
promote the Summit. My daughter Aleisha
and I were invited to perform it at the
opening of the Civil Society Ceremony.

Fast forward to 2019 and Greta Thunberg
was motivating a new generation. The
environmental crisis was hitting home and
the media was finally taking notice. We
saw televised images of sea-birds caught in
fisherman’s nets or strangled by plastic ties;
animals trying to eat plastic waste; forest
fires out of control and floods washing away
towns and villages.

I grew up in the 60s so I know how
powerful music can be to effect change.
From Civil Rights to Anti-War songs,
protest songs hold a mirror up to the world
and deliver positive messages of hope,
change and inspiration.

I thought back to my song and realised it
was still relevant for a new generation, so
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Aleisha and I brought together six local
schools to re-record a children’s version
with the aim of raising local environmental
awareness, using the emotive power of
children’s voices. We Are The Voice
Children’s Environmental Choir was born.

Aleisha and I write all the choir’s original
material, working alongside Sam Burgess,
bass player/ multi-instrumentalist and
producer of Ronnie Scott’s All Stars
fame. All the songs reference different
environmental issues.

The choir’s ages range from just 6 - 16
but they have been very successful under
Aleisha’s brilliant direction. In 2021, from
more than 4,000 applicants, the choir was
selected to sing at COP26 in Glasgow. They
have also performed in theatres, the House
of Commons, at the PEA awards, RHS
Flower Shows, received a Green Apple
Award and sung on the iconic Disneyland,
Paris stage. And of course they have been
part of the RA’s Nature & Climate Festival
since its inception in 2022 and will be
performing again on Saturday 5th October
at 12.30pm in Vital Village. We hope to see
you there.

For info about inviting the choir to
your event to spread a little light, joy and
hope for the future, or if your child would
like to join us, please contact us: info@
wearethevoice.org.uk



Care from the heart in

Thames Ditton.

hames View Care Home
is a Grade |l listed
mansion in Thames
Ditton, Surrey. An outstanding
place of beauty that offers
residential, nursing and
specialist dementia care
for elderly residents within
a restored and extended
18th Century Grade Il listed
mansion. Our luxurious living
environment is home for up
to 78 residents in a unique
setting of approximately 2.5
acres on the bank of the River
Thames, overlooking the
grounds of Hampton Court.

The main house boasts grand
reception rooms including the
magnificent first floor library
and ground floor cinema
room, private dining room,
lounge and hair salon. There
is a dedicated activities room
with an extensive programme
of events for residents” health
and wellbeing. We are
dedicated to creating a home

away from home where all
residents are cared for with
true enthusiasm and love. Our
main priority is o continue to
provide eventful days, to fulfil
dreams in a kind and giving
way, and to make sure all our
residents get to embrace their
personalities. Our friendly
team are focused on ensuring
everyone's wishes and own
individual needs are met.
Our passion is to provide
expert care with a personal
touch and to create the safest
environment possible for the

people living in our community.

At Thames View there is a
range of pastimes whether
that's social, creative or
physical to encourage

good mental health. We
help to ensure everyone

has a purpose to their day,
it's their life and they choose
the way they want to live it.

We understand the importance
of good nutritiag and hydration.
Of course, dining experiences

are not only generated by the
food eaten, the company and
atmosphere can completely
define our enjoyment. This is
why we tailor the experience
for everyone and welcome
families and visitors to dine
with us too.

When it comes to individual
bedrooms, we help our
residents to put their unique
stamp on their room and keep
things just how they like them.
All bedrooms are ensuite
and have delightful furniture
and furnishings. Our home

is surrounded by beautiful
landscaped gardens with
several rooms having access
to the gardens directly from
their room.

Our bistro is perfect for
socialising with family and
friends and has a kitchen
area for making drinks. For
alone time there are quiet
nooks with comfy armchairs,
classic novels and books on
the shelves.



Our ground floor cinema room is just the ticket
for the weekly film club and our private dining
room gives the space for friends and families to
come together to celebrate key milestones.

We host a range of regular events that the local
community are welcome to join including our
weekly coffee morning and monthly dementia
friendly music session.

Whether you're looking for permanent or respite
care, or would like more information about our
events, please get in touch. We would be happy
to give you a tour of our home and meet our
team. Whatever your needs there is a place for
you at Thames View.

58 High Street, Thames Ditton,
Surrey KT7 OTT
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SCAN HERE

TO FIND OUT MORE

THAMES VIEW
I8 ARIA CARE




Andy & Lawrence look
forward to welcoming you!

Takeaway pizzas

available

Thames Ditton’s newest bar & kitchen is a community-led initiative
serving a high-quality menu featuring our signature pizzas, daily specials,
and Sunday roasts. Or just pop in for a drink - we’ve a great selection of
beers, cocktails, spirits, wine and coffee, all perfect in our sunny
courtyard garden.

Check out our reviews on Google & TripAdvisor
Book online at thefoundrythamesditton.com
85 High Street, Thames Ditton KT7 0SF FOU N D RY
020 8143 8436 Bar and Kitchen
Follow us on Instagram for news & offers THAMES DITTON




A River Runs Through It

Nothing worth doing like messing about in boats

One of the benefits of living so close to  can choose to take part in coaching and
the Thames is experiencing the changing leisure sessions across the week at the times
seasons first hand. But sometimes our  that suit them. Once proficient, members
beautiful river doesn’t always look its best  can come to the club at any time and take
and this year, subject to suitable conditions,  a boat out on the river from our large fleet.
the festival is partnering with the Dittons  We also have rowing machines in our club
Skiff and Punting Club to carry out a River ~ house for members to use.

Litter Pick on Sunday 6 October. We asked Fixed-seat rowing and puntjng are
Natasha Woollard Of the DSPC to tell us both great for buﬂdlng fitness through
more about the club and the litter pick. core strength and stamina. For members

The very name Thames Ditton reminds us ~ who fancy a bit of competition, there are
that we are so lucky to live on the banks  marathon and sprint rowing events against
of this beautiful river; many of us enjoy other Thames-based clubs across the year.
running, walking and cycling alongside The social calendar is very busy and there
it. But if you've ever done any rowing, are also big rowing events to get involved
you’ll know there is nothing quite like the ~ with, like London’s Great River Race.
exhilarating feeling of connecting with We're very conscious about water quality
the water. If you’re missing that feeling or  and the amount of plastic in our waterways,
you’re looking for a way to exercise on the  so we're excited about hosting the River Litter
river, come and try fixed-seat rowing at the  Pick in October and look forward to welcoming
club in Queen’s Road. everyone to see how much we collect.

Based in the village since 1923, Dittons Ifyou feel the water is calling you, do get in
Skiff and Punting Club is relaxed and  fouch with the club. They'd love to welcome
friendly, offering fixed-seat sculling without  you. You can contact them via enquiries@
the commitment and high costs involved in  dittons.org.uk or visit www.dittons.org.uk.
joining many other local clubs. Members Instagram @dittonsskiffpunting
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At Owen White Catlin we understand the strength that lies
within our community, recognising the vital role each member
plays in building a supportive and unified neighbourhood.

Our team of UK lawyers is here to help you, your family and
your business — from estate planning and buying and selling
property, through to disputes, employment and family matters
plus much more.

With a passion mirroring that of the most dedicated
communities, our expert lawyers conduct every legal matter
with precision, ensuring your legal needs are fully met.

We're committed to offering legal guidance you can trust,
ensuring that together, we uphold the values and security of our
community.

With Owen White Catlin you're in good hands.

OWC

OWEN WHITE CATLIN

Locations at
Addlestone Ashford Chiswick Esher Feltham Hammersmith Shepperton



The Weston Super Mares in Concert -

277th September

The Weston Super Mares with accompanist
Nigel Cassidy

In 2016 professional singer and teacher
Bee Cassidy had the idea of forming a
female a cappella group with seven other
local women from All Saints Church,
Weston Green.

Bee knew her friends enjoyed singing but,
prior to the creation of the group, had no
regular opportunity to practise and perform.

Her husband and fellow professional
musician Nigel Cassidy joined as
accompanist and he also gave the group the
perfect name: the Weston Super Mares -
and so the Mares were born.

The group meets weekly to rehearse and
usually performs twice annually at All
Saints and Mada Deli in East Molesey,
last year raising £1600 for charity. The
Mares have also performed at Christmas
for residents at Thames View care home in
Thames Ditton.

The Mares cover a wide range of material,
from old favourites including “Diamonds
Are a Girl’s Best Friend”, Leonard Cohen’s

35

“Hallelujah” and “Amazing Grace”.
They also perform numbers from popular
musicals as well as pop songs such as
“Bohemian Rhapsody” and Justin Bieber’s
“Love Yourself™.

Bee Cassidy says: “Since setting up
our group, we have pushed ourselves and
achieved goals I sometimes worried were
too big. The group has shown we can
achieve almost anything I suggest, as we
all support and trust each other, giving us
confidence and ability far greater than as
individuals.

“The one essential addition has been my
husband Nigel, he is so patient and generous
of spirit - he is worth his weight in gold!”

Jenny Smallman adds: “Under Bee and
Nigel’s expert guidance and encouragement,
we have all grown as singers and as a group
in ways I couldn’t have imagined.

“Being a Mare is one of my favourite
things. The support we offer each other
through the ups and downs of life has
bonded us in ways beyond singing together.
We are always looking for the next challenge
and I think we can safely say we love our
time together each week.”

Olly Pinhey

Date for Your Diary

The Weston Super Mares’ next concert
is at All Saints Church on Friday 27th
September.

Tickets £25 (includes a light meal)
Contact: office@allsaintsweston.com



WEBSITE
DESIGN

Beautiful, cost-effective websites
& digital assets for your business

Website design & build
Social media design

Video production

I 5 I |

Your website is your most important sales tool.
Get in touch today

Phone Email Website
07759 630201 jomes@jhmcreativecom  jhmcreative.com

\TAL VillAGE

| COMMURITY Hus ]

The beating @
of our community

For 90 years the TD&WGRA has offered a
great way for everyone to get involved in our
wonderful local community.

We were set up to preserve and enhance
the best in our attractive environment and the
quality of life of everyone in our community,
and that's what we still do today.

There are many ways to join in, from helping
with our events, producing and distributing
Thames Ditton Today, litter picking, bulb
planting, weed clearance, putting up Christmas
lights - we do many different things and we'd
love to do more with your help and enthusiasm.

If youd like to be more actively involved in
your local community, please do get in touch.
Or if you'd like to help but can't give your time,
you can just join by annual subscription. Details

are on page 3.

LOTS GOING ON AT THE VITAL
VILLAGE HUB FROM SEPTEMBER...

@ Stay & Play Tuesdays 9:30am

@ Senior Coffee Mornings \/\/ednesda\/s 10:30am
& Youth Club Thursdays 7pm

& 50+ Disco Inferno Tuesdays 10:30am

& Arts Class Thursdays 10-30am

-

www.vitalvillage.co.uk
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Staying Sustainable

Renewable energy - one option for sustainable
investing

What is sustainable investing and what
should you consider when building a
portfolio of sustainable investments?

In this article, Andrius Makin, Senior
Portfolio Manager at Killik & Co and a
Certified ESG Analyst®, discusses how
sustainable investing differs from other
investment strategies and the factors we
consider when identifying sustainable
investments.

What is sustainable investing?

It is an investment approach that overtly
incorporates environmental, social and
governance (“ESG”) considerations into
decision making. These may encompass
everything from a firm’s environmental
impact, its relationships with customers
and suppliers, and how well it treats
shareholders. As a result, sustainable
investing can take many forms. However, at
its heart it focuses on identifying risks to a
company’s business model that may not be
immediately obvious when viewed through
a purely financial lens.

The importance of this is evidenced by the
£151bn now invested in sustainable funds
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in the UK (according to Morningstar), an
increase of 54% since 2020.

How is it different?

Many investors will be familiar with the
traditional way of approaching portfolio
building, which centres on finding investments
that offer the most attractive balance between
risk and return. Sustainable investing adds a third
dimension by explicitly considering a company’s
impact on the outside world and the associated
sustainability risks. Left unaddressed, these
can lead to substantial reputational damage and
act as a drag on a firm’s potential share price
performance. As such, a focus on sustainability
should not be viewed as an additional cost
to be borne by a business but rather a way of
enhancing the overall investment case.

How are investments chosen?

Most approaches to sustainable investing
fall into one of four broad categories:

Screening. This involves applying filters
to identify the firms that an investor would
like to hold. As such, it can be “positive”,
with a focus on short-listing those that are
actively addressing sustainability risks, or
“negative”, such that those that fail to meet
certain criteria are excluded. Tobacco is an
obvious case in point for many investors.

Integration. The emphasis here is
on applying specific sustainability
measurement metrics alongside the more
traditional financial ones when analysing an
investment, in order to manage ESG risks
whilst improving returns.

Thematic. In this instance, the aim is to
only identify shares (or bonds) in firms that



LKA CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS

AWARD WINNING ACCOUNTANTS IN THE HEART OF
THAMES DITTON

Winners of the Small Firm of the Year (South of
England) category at the 2023 Accounting Excellence
Awards, LKA’s expert team of Chartered Accountants
and Chartered Tax Advisors have been supporting local
residents with their accountancy and tax needs for over
10 years.

Renowned for our focus on client care, our multi-award
winning team provides professional, proactive, tailored
support to private individuals and small to medium-
sized businesses with all aspects of accounting and tax,
from advice and planning to tax returns.

If you are looking for a friendly team of Chartered Accountants and Chartered Tax Advisors, why
not pop in and see us, or call us on 020 3915 8585 to book in for a FREE 15 minute discovery call.

Thames Ditton Office Teddington Office

5}5, 2A High Street Unit8Engineshedvard 0203 915 8585
- Thames Ditton 23 Waldegrave Road .

chartered Surrey, KT7 ORY Teddington, TW11 8LA www.lkassociates.co.uk

accountants

Sit back and relax with our Central Heating & Electrical
Maintenance packages, from just £8 per month

Contact us today:
02087223439
ths@smithandbyford.com
www.smithandbyford.com

Or visit us at our showroom:
36 The Broadway, Included in Premier Gas:

Cheam Village,
SM3 8BD 10%

off all packages
quote SAVETD" A
R
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contribute to a particular environmental
or social outcome. This could include
companies operating in the renewable
energy sector, or bonds that finance social
housing for example.

Impact. This takes the thematic approach
a step further in that qualifying investments
must have a measurable environmental or
social impact — this is called ‘intentionality.’

What are the biggest challenges?

Aside from the various definitional ones,
sustainable investing can be fraught with
philosophical difficulty. For example,
should an investor give any credit (however
calibrated) to established, traditionally non-
ESG firms which are trying to evolve, such
as Big Oil, or focus purely on smaller, newer,
cleaner ones in the same space? Another
common question is whether sustainable
funds can outperform their more traditional
peers over the long-term. Consistent with
many other aspects of investing, the answer
is nuanced.

As a rule of thumb, the ‘stricter’ the
sustainability approach, the higher the
chances of underperformance over shorter
time periods. By way of a simple example,
just excluding tobacco stocks from a purely
UK portfolio in 2023 created performance
drag during a year when British American
Tobacco was the top stock in the FTSE
100. The flipside, however, is that when
viewed through a risk management lens,
tobacco companies face severe long-term
headwinds. These include regulatory
pressure around advertising and changing
consumer attitudes to smoking, especially
in Western markets. The upshot? ESG
investing sometimes demands patience.

Another challenge facing many sectors is
“greenwashing” — the practice of making
sustainability claims which are unfounded
or exaggerated merely to attract capital. This
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is an ongoing area of focus for regulators.
Here, the FCA has already issued its
Sustainability Disclosure Regulations in a
bid to increase transparency.

How can we help with sustainable
investing?

We can assist with building sustainable
investment strategies through our Managed
Investment Service.

One example is our Sustainable Portfolio
Management Strategy, which uses a three-
step approach to constructing sustainable
portfolios and can be tailored to suit a range
of risk appetites:

1. Our research team identifies funds that
incorporate sustainability as a central
part of their investment process.

. We minimise exposure to companies
that are damaging to the environment
or society, such as tobacco producers.

. We consider investing some of the
portfolio in ‘diversifiers’ to reduce
volatility. For example, this could
include government bonds issued by
countries committed to achieving net
Zero.

To learn more about how we can build a
portfolio in line with your interests, please
drop into House of Killik Esher for a
complimentary chat, email esher@killik.
com, or find us at this year’s Nature &
Climate Festival on Saturday 5th October.

Please be aware that as with all
investments, your capital is at risk and
you may not receive back the same amount
that you invest. As evidenced by the recent
introduction of the FCA’s Sustainability
Disclosure Requirements, the rules in
this area are subject to change, therefore
our approach to sustainable investment
services is likely to change in the future.



All Saints Lunch Club
Celebrates 10 Years

-
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Alison Cruthers (L) and Val Atkinson at the
Wednesday Lunch Club

The popular Lunch Club at All Saints

Weston will be celebrating its 10th
anniversary later this year. The first
event was held as a trial run at the end of
December 2014 in the ‘down time’ between
Christmas and New Year and proved
extremely popular with over twenty guests
attending.

Founded and led until 2021 by Val
Atkinson, the group has gone from
strength to strength. Val was successful in
securing grants from Elmbridge Council
and from Walsingham Care to support this
community initiative and regular lunches
were organised from February 2015.
Initially the lunches were very simple —
soup, sandwiches, cakes etc but before long
a ‘proper’ cooked meal was served. The
lunches soon became a regular feature of
community life in Weston Green, taking
place on the last Wednesday of every month
in the church hall at All Saints, which is still
the case today.
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Covid hit hard and the Club had to have an
18 month break but since then has continued
to grow. Each month a band of enthusiastic
volunteers prepare a delicious main course
and dessert, with a choice of beverage,
coffee and chocolates and typically there is
a speaker invited to talk to the group about
a wide variety of topics. Recent talks have
ranged from Hampton Court Gardens, the
role of our local Councillor, reflections on
the changes in Weston Green, life in the East
End and climbing Kilimanjaro!

In the last ten years a total of over 90
lunches, summer garden parties and events
have been held and over 2300 meals have
been served! There is no formal charge for
the food but donations are appreciated, which
together with grants keeps the club thriving.

If you would like to come along

please contact Alison Cruthers by email
(alisoncruthers@yahoo.co.uk) or
phone (07957 347170). New members
are always welcome and we especially
look forward to welcoming you this
autumn when there will be a celebration
towards the end of the year to mark the
10th anniversary of the club.

Day:

Last Wednesday of every month
Time:

11.30 am for lunch at 12.00
Place:

All Saints Church Hall, besides the
church in Chestnut Avenue, KT10 8JL



Epsom based, friendly, Father & Daughter family
run business with over 40 years’ experience.

We bring 100’s samples to your home with no obligation
in a variety of colours all at competitive prices.

,01372 632 118

www.carpetslflu.co.uk
1 GA DISCOUNT
ON PRESENTATION

OF THIS ADVERT i

SPECIAL RATES @ £

Over 1,700 Customer Reviews

Checvkatrade com

reputation matter:

FOR SENIOR CITIZENS T&Cs APPLY WELCOME

FREE FITTING & FURNITURE MOVING - ESTIMATES AND ADVICE



Congratulations to the senders of the correct
entries opened in the shuffle.

Each wins a £5 voucher to spend in local
shops.

And special congratulations for getting 15
across which had a missing clue Elude (5)
Poppy Simpson

Mary Bowen

Catherine E Dunne

Brighten up your Garden!

Is your garden in need of a makeover?
From planting plans to a simple injection of colour

Green Room Garden Designs can help
020 8398 5703

Anna 07801 921166 — Kate 07956 641881

A RHS and Merrist Wood Qualified
-

IMPROVE AIR QUALITY

Don't idle

Hope Switch off your engine
when stationary

4



Autumn Crossword

by Andy Howarth

ACROSS CLUES

2 Biter bit my family (5)

5 Room to let Victoria & Albert capture Cyprus (7)
10 Daydreaming astronaut? (5,5)

11 River settlement is our favourite place 11&12 (6,6)
12 see 11

15 Easy (10)

18 Abundance (11)

20 Disrespects (a sacred place) (10)

23 The blessed can be steady (6)

26 Describe link? (6)

27 Measures against lengths (10)

28 Wiltshire town - sounds like it’s a planner? (7)

29 46th President (5)

We are delighted to welcome a new
crossword compiler, Andy Howarth. The first
three correct entries randomly opened after
the closing date of 18 October 2024 will win
a £5 voucher to spend in local shops.

Please send the completed puzzle (or
photocopy) enclosing your name and address,
with the envelope clearly marked ‘Crossword
Competition’ to:

Thames Ditton Today

Crossword Competition

24 High Street

Thames Ditton

KT7 0RY

Names of the winners will be published
in the Winter edition, unless otherwise
requested.

DOWN CLUES

1 Out of control - leaves on the line? (3,3,5)
3 Put back (8)

4 Hound a small chorister? (6)

6 Puts right changes? (6)

7 Girl exercises to change (5)

8 A change to decor is something to live by (5)
9 Clipped Brock is symbol of authority (5)
13 Therefore (4)

14 Cabin Crew will point this out (7,4)

16 Standard football team? (5)

17 One hundred in two directions causes
an incident (5)

18 Flightless girl? (4)

19 Flying boat or woodworking tool? (8)
20 The key to editing? (6)

21 Witch setting of the Crucible (5)

22 Queen in Game of Thrones (6)



SERVICES, CLUBS, SOCIETIES AND (GROUPS

SERVICES
Cheer (Concern and Help for East Elmbridge Retired)

Dittons & Weston Green NeighbourCare

Elmbridge Borough Council Community Support Services

Thames Ditton Centre for the community
Thames Ditton Dementia Centre

Meals on Wheels, Community Transport, Dial-a-Ride,
Alarm & Telecare services, Relief Carers

Homesupport Elmbridge

Esher and District Stroke Club

Voluntary Action Elmbridge

Surrey Youth and Adult Education Service

GROUPS

1st Thames Ditton Brownies

3rd Thames Ditton Brownies

1st Weston Green (All Saints) Scout Group
1st Weston Green Guides

2nd Weston Green Guides

2nd Thames Ditton Guides

1st Weston Green Brownies (All Saints)

3rd Weston Green Brownies

1st Weston Green Rainbows

4th Thames Ditton Ajax Sea Scouts

Dittons Scout Group

Emberbrook Trefoil Guild

Friends of Bushey and Home Parks
Girlguiding in Thames Ditton and Weston Green
Molesey and Dittons Neighbourhood Watch
Parents and Toddlers(St Nicholas church)
Ripieno Choir

Surrey Bell-ringers

Bereavement Café

Thames Tots (Kings Church, Speer Road)

CLUBS
Albany Motor Yacht Club
All Saints Weston Lunch Club
Arts and Heritage Club
Cercle Francais d’Esher

Claygate Bridge Club

Colets Health & Fitness

Ditton Bridge Club

Dittons Skiff and Punting Club

General Enquiries: 07895 762100 (Mon-Wed)

www.cheer-elmbridge.org.uk
Frankie Bell 07790 472993
Mon & Thurs 0208 3985921
Nikki Harding 01372 474526
ask for service at central switchboard 01372 474552
Thomasina Breslin 01932 267128
Ann Pollock 0208398 6132
Sally Dubery 01372 463587
Elmbridge Area 020 8979 8334

Vanessa Corby 1stThamesDittonBrownies@gmail.com

Emily Wattret  3rdthamesdittonbrownies@gmail.com

membership@westongreenscouts.org.uk

Sumathi Jeevaratnam sumathi.jeevaratnam@gmail.com

2wgguides@gmail.com

Vanessa Corby  2ndThamesDittonGuides@gmail.com

Iwgbrownies@gmail.com

3wgbrownies@gmail.com.

Lizzie Owen
Chris West
Stuart Jack

westongreenrainbows@gmail.com
chris.west@ajax.org.uk

07971 479740

020 8398 6857

020 8977 9391
dittonsdistrict.hjh@gmail.com

Mary Bowen
Jean Smith

Chairman: John Haberfield 020 8398 5256
Information 020 8398 7211
Nick Harris 020 8399 7231
Giles Andre 020 8979 1994
St Nicholas Church Hall 020 8398 9641
Abby Kelly Office@Kingschurch.com
Secretary 01784466651
Alison Cruthers 07957 347170
Carol Butcher 01932 867511
Brigitte Tiller 01932 860842

brigitte@ptiller.com
Hon. Secretary 020 8398 1710
Giordano Orsini 020 8398 7108
John Dagnall 02083984463
Secretary enquiries@dittons.org.uk
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Dittons & Hinchley Wood Royal British Legion
Ember Players (Drama) Ember Sports Club
Ember Sports Club

Ember Sports Club: Bowls

Ember Sports Club: Croquet

Ember Sports Club: Tennis

English Folk Dancing Club ( Thames Ditton )
Esher Bowling Club

Esher Bridge Centre

Long Ditton Cricket Club

Long Ditton Garden Club

Model Railway Society (Hampton Court)

Old Cranleighan Rugby Club

Old Cranleighan Hockey Club

Probus club, Hinchley Wood & the Dittons
Probus Club, Sandown

Probus Club of Molesey

Probus Club of Claremont

River Club (BMYC)

Surbiton Croquet Club

Stragglers Running Club

Surbiton Golf Club

Surbiton Hockey Club

Thames Ditton Lawn Tennis Club
Thames Ditton & Esher Golf Club
Thames Ditton Squash Club (Colets)
Thames Ditton Cricket Club

SOCIETIES AND ASSOCIATIONS
Civil Service Pensioners” Alliance
Ember Choral
Esher and Molesey Garden Society
Esher and District Amnesty International
Hampton Court Way Allotment Association
Long Ditton Youth Club
Lynwood Allotment Society
Molesey and District Antiques Society
NADFAS (Decorative & Fine Arts) Kingston
Oxshott & Cobham Music Society

Soroptimist Women
Thames Ditton Women’s Institute (W.1.)
OTHER

Vera Fletcher Hall
Vital Village

Weston Green Conservation Area Advisory Committee

Hon Secretary 020 8398 6263
Elaine Sesemann 07801 943392
Zenda Hedges 07717 304146
Sylvia Jones 01932 788701
Simon Charrington 07917 017453
Annabel Duncan 0208 786 6318
Jane Ford 07857 826668
Roger Cooper 01372 468109
Paul Whicker 01372 460157
Nigel Hardy 020 8398 8361
Heather Harvey 020 8398 2642
Secretary 01932 241224
Piers Cushing 07790 003731
Simon Marshall (Men) 07801 737695
Helen Hawes (Ladies) 07771 557900
Edmund Woolley 020 8398 3581
Julian Rye 01932 976994
Roger Marlow 0208 398 5460
George Cameron 020 8224 1392
David Walker 0870 460 3586
Alec Thomas 020 8398 2391
Andy Howarth 07941 242348
Secretary 0208 398 3101
Secretary 020 8398 2401
Steve Aukett secretary@tdltc.com
Mark Rodbard 020 8398 1551
Neal Brooker 020 8398 7108
Geoff Dryden 07813 805 645

Geoff.Dryden@hotmail.com

Mrs Brenda Denby 0208 398 6054
Linda Bridges 020 8399 5402
Jean Billett 01372 465961
Cherry Eddy (Campaigns) 0208 398 4377
Lettings: Piotr Hennig 020 8398 5358
Toni Izard 07749 633973
Gill Vickers 020 8398 4870
Linda Lambert 020 8398 1476
Mrs. Valerie Windsor 020 8549 9967
Cherry Eddy (Membership) 0208 398 4377

cherryeddyl02@gmail.com
Jean Smith 07770 417814
Secretary 020 8398 8615
Lettings: Alison Black 08456 528 529
Lettings: Laura Pring 07511 524982

wgcaac@outlook.com

Please contact the Editor to amend these listings



REJUVENATE

AT COLETS

MANICURES | PEDICURES | BROWS | LASH LIFTS
FACIALS | MASSAGES | WAXING | SPRAY TANS
MEN | TEENS

Book today | colets.co.uk/rejuvenate
St Nicholas Road, Thames Ditton, KT7 OPW



ARE YOU CONSIDERING AN EXTENSION, !0!| i

m THAMES Call us on

DESIGN & BUILD 020 8398 9252

Rl M, T a e

CONVERSION, OUTBUILDING, OR ANY OTHER
ALTERATION OR ADDITION TO YOUR PROPERTY?

Thames Design and Build provides architectural design
and/or construction services to clients across Surrey, with
over 80% of our projects being Elmbridge based.

We offer:

¢ A free consultation to discuss your ideas and advise
you on the possibilities and permissions

¢ A fixed quote for all stages of architectural work

e A fixed quote for your build - we are equally happy to
provide a build quote in respect of your existing designs

We have a large portfolio of clients within Elmbridge, so

whatever your plans are, we should be able to show you

a comparable completed project.

Please email us at info@thamesdesignandbuild.com
or visit the website www.thamesdesignandbuild.com

Ditton Garages, Southville Road, Thames Ditton, KT7 OUL



Experience exceptional elderly
care, tailored just for you.

At Visiting Angels, we redefine luxury in Visiting Angels are skilled to provide:
elderly care. We understand that your loved Companionship oSE J,
one deserves nothing but the best, and that’s Personal care 39 MO?‘
exactly what we deliver. Our dedicated Angels . post.hospital stay care K Q@ A
are not just caregivers; they’re companions Dementia & Alzheimer’s care 405 G\“Q

who will provide the level of care and attention
your family member truly deserves.

Palliative care & more

Visiting Angels North Surrey

Call 0203 143 4007 VLfdtMgAngelsfé

northsurrey@uvisiting-angels.co.uk QUALITY AT HOME CARE




