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The power of the garden 

Alison Gourlay, Fund Raising Manager with medal

�'�H�V�S�L�W�H�� �W�K�H�� �V�R�P�H�W�L�P�H�V�� �V�W�L�Á�L�Q�J�� �K�H�D�W�� �R�I�� �W�K�H��
summer, our passion for all things ‘garden’ 
continued unabated. As well as providing an 
environment for relaxation or pleasure, this 
snapshot of local stories shows how the garden 
has the power to give us a lot more than that. 

Sharing and caring

The Esher and Molesey Garden Society is 
a local group which worked with a national 
charity when it entered the RHS Hampton 
�&�R�X�U�W�� �)�O�R�Z�H�U�� �6�K�R�Z�� �¶�Á�R�Z�H�U�� �E�R�[�� �J�D�U�G�H�Q�·��
for the second year running and won the 
Silver Gilt Medal. Designed by Nick Mills, 
the society collaborated with The Neuro 

Foundation to use the garden as a means to 
promoting a message of sharing - through its 
depiction of a typical informal garden scene 
where seeds and plants would have been 
passed between friends and neighbours - 
and caring, by providing an opportunity to 
�S�U�R�P�R�W�H���D�Z�D�U�H�Q�H�V�V���R�I���1�H�X�U�R�À�E�U�R�P�D�W�R�V�L�V��

Karen Cockburn, Charity Director of 
The Neuro Foundation said: ‘This garden 
has drawn a lot of interest at the show as it 
invites you in. Its garden bench set amongst 
�W�K�H�� �Á�R�Z�H�U�V�� �R�I�� �D�Q�� �(�Q�J�O�L�V�K�� �&�R�X�Q�W�U�\�� �*�D�U�G�H�Q��
has encouraged people to stop by for a while 
�D�Q�G�� �K�H�D�U�� �P�R�U�H�� �D�E�R�X�W�� �1�H�X�U�R�À�E�U�R�P�D�W�R�V�L�V����
which is a genetic disorder that causes 

Claremont Fan Court School
An independent co-educational school for pupils aged 2½ to 18 years

www.claremontfancourt.co.uk

Nursery
Pre-Prep

Prep
Senior

Sixth Form

Open Mornings
Whole School
Saturday 22 September 2018  
Saturday 6 October 2018  

10.00am - 12.30pm
Introductory talk at 10.00am

To reserve a place:
Please telephone 01372 473624 or email  
info@claremont.surrey.sch.uk
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tumour growth in the nerve tissue. People 
are largely unaware of it and yet it is 
more common than Hereditary Muscular 
Dystrophy, Huntingdon’s Disease and 
Cystic Fibrosis combined.’

The primary focus of the charity is to develop 
and fund a team of specialist Neurofibromatosis 
Nurses, who provide crucial support to patients 
and families and you can find out more at 
https://www.nfauk.org/ 

Connecting and protecting
‘Elmbridge Men in Sheds’, based in the 

Thames Ditton Centre for the Community, 
opposite the library, worked with Hampton 
Hill Primary School to make and paint 
wooden planters which the children 
planted up as their contribution to the 
RHS Growing Community Garden. The 
Community Garden was a key feature of the 
RHS Hampton Court Flower Show this year 
with its display of edibles, plants that attract 
beneficial pollinators, and lots of ideas 
for recycling and upcycling to promote 
sustainable gardening. 

The Royal Horticultural Society promotes 
community gardening as a great way to connect 
with others and improve the place where you 
live. If you don’t have a garden to call your own, 
community gardening means you can share the 
benefits of tending a green space, while helping 
others and the environment. Thames Ditton in 
Bloom is a good example of that. 

Mystery and Belonging
The Secret Gardens of Thames Ditton 

enjoyed another successful year, with five 
new gardens to delight those wandering the 
streets of Thames Ditton in search of its 
clandestine nooks and crannies. A legacy 
of the late Thames Ditton resident Russell 
Denoon Duncan, who came up with the 
idea when discussing how to raise money 
for the Lime Tree Christmas lights. Secret 
Gardens has been alternating between 
Thames Ditton and Weston Green on a 
biennial basis since 2012.

Libby and Andy, who host the tea and 
cakes in their garden at Maybury Lodge 
on the High Street, said: ‘This event really 
fosters a sense of belonging in the village, as 
visitors share the delight of seeing different 
planting arrangements or simply enjoy an 
afternoon out in the company of others over 
a cup of tea. Children enjoy it too, many 
delighted in finding the different nursery 
rhyme characters in Jane Neild’s themed 
garden on Giggs Hill Green.’

For the garden owners it gives them an 
opportunity to share their love for their 
garden with others. Andy said: ‘They invest 
a lot of time and effort into their gardens and 
they value the chance to share it with others 
as their contribution to our community. 
They meet lots of people and get to learn 
from each other. We were delighted that 
relative newcomers to Thames Ditton 
joined in and said they met more people in 
four hours than in the previous 18 months 
that they had lived here’.

The secret gardens range from 2/3 of an 
acre to a pocket sized garden that people 
can peer over the fence to look at, so with 
two years’ notice perhaps it’s time for you 
to be involved? 

Julie Royce

Men in sheds and Hampton Hill Primary children 
Credit RHS & Suzanne Plunkett
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THAMES 
DESIGN & BUILD

Call us on 020 7998 7820
Email: info@thamesdesignandbuild.com 
www.thamesdesignandbuild.com

If you are thinking of extending, converting, or in any way 
structurally altering your home, Thames Design & Build 
can assist you with any or every stage of your project. As 
specialists in both architectural services and construction,  
we can help you to ensure that you achieve your dream home.

Our approach is to offer both elements – architectural and 
building services – thereby using our experience of each 
discipline to inform the other.

We pride ourselves on our approachability and our flexibility, 
so please don’t hesitate to contact us for an initial discussion, 
whether your requirement is design, or build, or both.

Ditton Garages,  Southvi l le Road,  Thames Ditton,  KT7 0UL

“Thames Design and Build were great to work with and they were ahead of  schedule throughout the project. Their team was sympathetic 
to the impact of  the works whilst we remained living in the house, and we were pleased with the quality of  their workmanship. The 
team is well structured, and communication was good.  We were always able to discuss issues either with Fred, the site manager, or 
Paul Merifield, and agree solutions quickly. The final results are fantastic and have delivered exactly the space that we were looking for.” 
Robin, Kingston 
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The Speers and the Sandys  
– a Dynasty of Taxmen Part 6 

Hannibal Speer
When Hannibal Sandys took up his 

position as principal inheritor under his 
grandfather William Speer II’s complicated 
Trust, changing his surname to Speer as the 
latter required, he had just turned 45 years 
old. His father, Hannibal Sandys II, had 
died a bankrupt attorney in May 1835, when 
young Hannibal was aged nine (I don’t have 
a copy of the death certificate, but this 
untimely death might have been related to 
the stress of bankruptcy). 

The young Hannibal’s mother Cecilia 
née Speer relied on her father William 
and subsequently the Trust for support: at 
death her own effects were valued at just 
£1000. Along with his younger sister, Mary 
Katherine, and brother Edward Frederick, 
he had been brought up partly at 26, The 
Grove, Boltons Court, Brompton which 
had been in the Speer family since the time 
of his great-grandfather William Speer I. 
They maintained connections with Thames 
Ditton and at the time of the 1841 census 
Cecilia and offspring were staying at Giggs 
Hill Green. 

The connections of William, who had 
followed his father into the Treasury as 
a Revenue Clerk and like him had risen 
to the top of the Treasury’s clerical tree, 
had procured positions in the Revenue for 
William’s unmarried son Edward Speer 
and later for young Hannibal and Edward 
Frederick Sandys, the fourth generation of 
Revenue men. By 1849 the Stamp Office 
and the Board of Taxes had amalgamated 
with the Board of Excise to form the Inland 
Revenue at Somerset House, and Edward 
Frederick worked there, while from 1847 to 
at least 1866 we find Hannibal listed with 
the Revenue in Ireland, and presumably 
thereafter also at Somerset House. 

Hannibal may have had postings but didn’t 
permanently reside in Ireland: the 1851 
census, for example, lists him as a Treasury 
Clerk with his mother and siblings at an 
address in Sidney Street, Chelsea. In the 
1861 census he and Edward were visiting 
his aunt Maria on Weston Green Road. Both 
were listed as clerks of the Inland Revenue, 
Somerset House. By 1871 he was at 26 the 
Grove, Boltons Court, Brompton with his 
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can assist you with any or every stage of your project. As 
specialists in both architectural services and construction,  
we can help you to ensure that you achieve your dream home.

Our approach is to offer both elements – architectural and 
building services – thereby using our experience of each 
discipline to inform the other.

We pride ourselves on our approachability and our flexibility, 
so please don’t hesitate to contact us for an initial discussion, 
whether your requirement is design, or build, or both.

Ditton Garages,  Southvi l le Road,  Thames Ditton,  KT7 0UL

“Thames Design and Build were great to work with and they were ahead of  schedule throughout the project. Their team was sympathetic 
to the impact of  the works whilst we remained living in the house, and we were pleased with the quality of  their workmanship. The 
team is well structured, and communication was good.  We were always able to discuss issues either with Fred, the site manager, or 
Paul Merifield, and agree solutions quickly. The final results are fantastic and have delivered exactly the space that we were looking for.” 
Robin, Kingston Somerset house 
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sister Mary, a cook and a housekeeper. This 
remained his main address at census times 
through to 1911 (in 1891 he was visiting his 
brother at Winterdown Lodge on Weston 
Green Road). 

Unsurprisingly, his inheritance under 
the Trust also seems to have ended his 
employment, for after 1871 he is described 
in censuses variously as a land-owner, as a 
retired government official and ‘living on 
own means,’ statuses which also described 
his brother.

Hannibal in Thames Ditton
After his aunt Maria’s death he assumed 

the title of Lord of the Manor of Weston (his 
brother may have been Lord jointly, for the 
manor belonged to the Estate in Trust, and 
its records list Maria, Hannibal and Edward 
together as ‘Lords of the Manor’). We may 
assume that he began to spend time during 
the summers at West End Lodge on Station 
Road, which had become the Manor House 
on the Rev Wilfred Speer’s accession to 
the title, known today as the Old Manor 
House - ‘old’ in the sense of ‘former.’ After 
he came into the Trust at the beginning of 
1872 Hannibal was listed electorally both 
as property owner at the Manor House 
(then coming under Epsom for electoral 
purposes) and at his primary residence in 
Brompton (Kensington and Chelsea); until 
1894 and thereafter, when he appeared 
at the Manor House, Thames Ditton, on 
the Western Surrey electoral roll. By then  
he was 67. 

Hannibal never married - one of several 
descendants of William Speer who 
remained single despite their comfortable 
lives under the Trust. His sister Maria 
generally lived with him, and after 
inheriting he added a butler to his cook 
and his housemaid. Hannibal’s tenure 
under the Trust, with its very considerable 

landholdings in and beyond Thames Ditton, 
saw the area burgeoning with new middle-
class commuters to London as well as local 
growth in industry and civic activity. He 
was well placed to enter into arrangements 
with local builders who began to develop 
housing in this area, in Esher, and down 
toward Epsom - among which Church Walk, 
where my own house was built around 1888 
as one of a pair of cottages for Hannibal’s 
gardener and under-gardener. The Trust’s 
wealth must have ballooned. 

Like many who have means but no 
progeny of their own, Hannibal diverted 
some wealth to the good of the community, 
hedged around as it was by the Trust. 
The list of public projects he supported 
is substantial, and many of them are still 
tangible reminders of his contribution:

In 1879, Hannibal had the Drinking 
Fountain erected at his expense, at the 
intersection of the High Street and St 
Leonard’s Road, on what is believed to be 
this former site of the village stocks. He 
presented the Fountain to the parishioners 
on its official opening on 24 June and set 
up the Drinking Fountain Association to 
maintain it, to which he subscribed annually.

He participated in funding for the Molesey 
Sewerage Defence Fund, serving on its 
committee in the late 1870s-early 1880s 
together with his brother (Treasurer), E.F. 
Burmester of The Elms and C J Corbett  
of Ember Court.

To retain the sloping ground along the 
Basing Field side of Station Road, he had 
a long low wall built in place of a hedge 
there, much of which is still in existence 
(with a plaque latterly restored by the  
Residents’ Association).

In 1882 the Thames Ditton Lawn 
Tennis Club was established, Hannibal 
subsequently making land available from 
Manor Farm on a 99-year lease. This 
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became a knotty issue a century later when 
the Speer Estate Trust wanted to develop 
the land and the community wanted to buy 
it for sporting use. As I have no access to 
the administrative details of this family 
Trust I can only suppose that William Speer 
stipulated that landholdings should not  
be sold. 

In about 1885 Hannibal presented the 
parish with the large rectangle of land 
between what is now Colets Health Club 
(and was then fields) and Church Walk, 
to extend the cemetery area when the old 
churchyard was full.

Then in 1887 Hannibal had the village 
hall, now known as the Vera Fletcher Hall, 
erected on his own land (part of Manor 
Farm) and at his own expense for the 
perpetual use and enjoyment of the village. 
It was the year of Queen Victoria’s Golden 
Jubilee, marking her return to public 
view after years of isolation following the 
death of Albert, and many benefactors 
were building village halls throughout the 
country to celebrate the occasion. Hannibal 
was one of the first trustees of the Trust 
established to ensure its maintenance.

In 1892 the golf course on the Manor of 
Weston’s commons was registered as a 
sporting club. Brian McDermott, then of 

Weston Green Post Office and an amateur 
historian of the golf club, wrote in 1973 that 
Hannibal set up a three-hole course there for 
the exercise of his servants - and I presume 
himself. Again the land was on a 99-year 
lease and if I recall correctly without 
reference to my notes, was eventually 
acquired by Elmbridge on expiry.

In 1893 Hannibal leased on a variable 
term to the Vicar and Churchwardens at  
St. Nicholas land for a mortuary (I haven’t 
been able to pinpoint this in my notes in 
time for this article, but if memory serves, 
it was in Ditton Marsh - probably along 
Portsmouth Road). 

In 1894 Hannibal gave further land on 99-
year lease for the construction of Thames 
Ditton Cottage Hospital on Weston Green 
Road.

Hannibal played his part on the church 
Finance Committee, and his brother 
Frederick was also active, acting as 
churchwarden for some 22 years. Of 
Hannibal Speer the person we know rather 
little. I have a picture in my mind of a 
sensitive fellow influenced by the early 
death of his father; intelligent, perhaps 
bookish: Thames Ditton’s postmaster from 
1900 recalls that Hannibal, who was 74 
by the end of that year, was wont to order 
a cab “each day” to take him to the old 
Kingston Library. These days, the phrase 
“he never married” may have speculative 
connotations in the obituary columns. 
Certainly his wealth would have made him 
a good prospect for marriage, had he been 
that way inclined. 

Hannibal was close to his brother Edward, 
and his sister Maria was normally part 
of Hannibal’s household. He was not a 
recluse, it seems: resident George Booker’s 
reminiscences of Thames Ditton from 
1906, recorded by T S Mercer in 1960, 
mention “the chug, chug of the gas engine 

Vera Fletcher Hall erected by Hannibal Speer
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in the corner of the coach house, and the 
hum of the dynamo; the Manor House, like 
most large houses in the district, generated 
its own electricity..... the brilliant dinner 
parties and the gay social gatherings that 
often took place there....” 

Death and aftermath
Hannibal Speer died aged 88 on 3 April 

1915 at 26, the Grove in Brompton and his 
death was registered at Kensington. His 
younger brother Edward Frederick Sandys 
had died in November 1910, and the latter’s 
son, Edward Charles Hannibal Sandys, had 
also died, at the age of 14 at school: the 
lectern in St. Nicholas Church was donated 
in memoriam. The primary beneficiary of 
the Trust passed via Edward Frederick’s 
daughter Cecilia to the Litchfields into 
which family she had married, and her 
husband (who became Rear-Admiral F. 
Shirley Litchfield-Speer) added the name 
of Speer. I can find no clause in William’s 
Will requiring inheritors to have the Speer 
family name, a condition specifically cited 
in the Royal Warrant granted to Hannbibal 
to change his name to Speer, so I conclude 
that it must be in the private family 
Trust set up by that Will. The Litchfields 
were able to drop the name of Speer in 
subsequent generations. In the decade 
following Hannibal’s death, the Litchfield-
Speers initially remained associated with 
Thames Ditton and engaged with church 
responsibilities, but then drifted away.

In a far-sighted move in 1920 the Urban 
District Council for Esher and The Dittons 
acquired for £360 the Lordship of the 
Manor of Weston along with the freehold of 
its commons at Weston Green, Littleworth 
Common, Hare Lane Green and Arbrook 
Common comprising in all some 257 acres, 
to which were added many other greens and 
commons that have survived as invaluable 
pleasant spaces in our borough, accessible 

for the common good. Otherwise the main 
parts of the farms and houses of the Speer 
Estates were developed. If there’s an odd 
tiny piece of land in the former parish, or 
some obscure leasehold on a community 
site, it is quite likely to trace back to the 
impenetrable Trust.

Afterword
I researched the very knotty history of 

the Speers and the Sandys against the 
background of sentimental, sometimes 
sycophantic, historical pieces seventy years 
or so ago, notably omitting or glossing over 
the seismic scandal of Rev. Wilfred Speer 
and the many instances of William Speer 
II at loggerheads with other leading figures 
in the parish. It was conventional to touch 
the forelock to those who had money and 
position, inherited, merited, or not. The 
Speers and their successors had a fair grip 
on the Church and it was not surprising that 
C R S Saunders would write in the parish 
magazine of “this fine family” of whom 
“Thames Ditton can surely be proud.” It 
turns out that as with many family histories 
there are good and bad bits. 

The standout figures are William Speer 
II whose controlling nature set up his son 
for destruction and sundered the village 
and the parish; and his grandson Hannibal 
who contributed so much to the community. 
Other Speers did contribute some good, 
too: Rev Wilfred enabled the commercial 
transactions that provided our railway 
spur and village station; his son Capt. 
Wilfred Dakin Speer presented the land 
on which the present-day Infant School 
was built. We may conclude that the name 
of Speer was somewhat redeemed and the 
eventual naming of Speer Road justified.  
The name of Sandys, however, remains 
locally unremarked.

Keith Evetts 
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Solution to the Winter Crossword 

Congratulations to the senders of the 
first three correct entries opened in the 
shuffle. Each wins a £5 voucher to spend 
in local shops.

Tom Eddy 
46 Grove Way 
KT10 8HL

Susan Howarth 
104 Summer Road 
KT7 0QP

Mr Mahadeva 
44 Thistledene 
KT7 0YJ

B	 E	 M	 U	 S	 E	 D	 W	 E	 L	 C	 O	 M	 E	

A	 U	 T	 I	 E	 E	 N	 X	

K	 A	 N	 G	 A	 R	 O	 O	 S	 G	 E	 T	 U	 P	

U	 S	 R	 G	 T	 E	 A	 E	

T	 H	 R	 E	 E	 C	 O	 R	 N	 E	 R	 E	 D	

D	 E	 N	 N	 D	 I	 I	

E	 N	 R	 I	 C	 H	 E	 S	 R	 A	 G	 O	 U	 T	

T	 O	 S	 E	 R	 I	

E	 N	 C	 A	 M	 P	 E	 N	 D	 Y	 M	 I	 O	 N	

R	 H	 E	 T	 V	 L	 G	

G	 R	 A	 N	 D	 N	 A	 T	 I	 O	 N	 A	 L	

E	 G	 I	 R	 S	 E	 E	 S	

N	 O	 R	 M	 A	 S	 T	 A	 R	 L	 I	 G	 H	 T	

T	 I	 N	 U	 G	 I	 A	 U	

S	 I	 N	 U	 S	 E	 S	 E	 P	 S	 I	 L	 O	 N	
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Solution to the Summer Crossword 

A	 A	 A	 L	 W	
C	 O	 M	 M	 U	 N	 I	 T	 Y	 C	 A	 R	 E	
O	 A	 G	 R	 C	 R	 N	

A	 N	 T	 R	 I	 M	 B	 E	 E	 R	 M	 A	 T	 S	
T	 E	 E	 R	 A	 U	 E	 E	

C	 A	 N	 T	 O	 N	 S	 O	 M	 B	 R	 E	 R	 O	
I	 T	 T	 E	 B	 T	

E	 N	 D	 O	 R	 S	 E	 C	 I	 C	 A	 D	 A	 S	
E	 H	 L	 R	 L	 I	

T	 R	 E	 A	 S	 U	 R	 E	 I	 S	 L	 A	 N	 D	
S	 U	 T	 A	 S	 S	 A	 M	

S	 H	 E	 R	 L	 O	 C	 K	 H	 O	 L	 M	 E	 S	
I	 O	 P	 A	 J	 I	 N	
P	 A	 R	 K	 I	 N	 G	 T	 I	 C	 K	 E	 T	

A	 A	 E	 G	 E	

Sadly, we have to let you know that 
Michael Jackson, a regular crossword 
compiler for many years has passed 
away in his mid nineties. He was a great 
supporter of Thames Ditton Today and we 
will miss him. We are planning to resume 
the crossword in the Winter edition. If you 
would like to try your hand at crossword 
compiling please email editor@residents-
association.com 
Congratulations to the senders of the first 
three correct entries opened. Each wins a 
£5 voucher to spend in local shops.
Felicity Buirski, KT8 9DE
Graeme Edwards, KT7 0BU
Howard Cruthers, KT7 05N
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Solution to the Winter Crossword 

Congratulations to the senders of the 
first three correct entries opened in the 
shuffle. Each wins a £5 voucher to spend 
in local shops.

Tom Eddy 
46 Grove Way 
KT10 8HL

Susan Howarth 
104 Summer Road 
KT7 0QP

Mr Mahadeva 
44 Thistledene 
KT7 0YJ

B	 E	 M	 U	 S	 E	 D	 W	 E	 L	 C	 O	 M	 E	

A	 U	 T	 I	 E	 E	 N	 X	

K	 A	 N	 G	 A	 R	 O	 O	 S	 G	 E	 T	 U	 P	

U	 S	 R	 G	 T	 E	 A	 E	

T	 H	 R	 E	 E	 C	 O	 R	 N	 E	 R	 E	 D	

D	 E	 N	 N	 D	 I	 I	

E	 N	 R	 I	 C	 H	 E	 S	 R	 A	 G	 O	 U	 T	

T	 O	 S	 E	 R	 I	

E	 N	 C	 A	 M	 P	 E	 N	 D	 Y	 M	 I	 O	 N	

R	 H	 E	 T	 V	 L	 G	

G	 R	 A	 N	 D	 N	 A	 T	 I	 O	 N	 A	 L	

E	 G	 I	 R	 S	 E	 E	 S	

N	 O	 R	 M	 A	 S	 T	 A	 R	 L	 I	 G	 H	 T	

T	 I	 N	 U	 G	 I	 A	 U	

S	 I	 N	 U	 S	 E	 S	 E	 P	 S	 I	 L	 O	 N	
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Services, Clubs, Societies and Groups 
SERVICES

Cheer (Concern and Help for East Elmbridge Retired)	 Mark Michelmore	 01372 879321
Dittons & Weston Green NeighbourCare	 Frankie Bell	 07790 472993
Elmbridge Borough Council Community Support Services	
Thames Ditton Centre for the community	 Mon & Thurs	 0208 3985921
Thames Ditton Children’s Centre	 Tues, Weds, Fri	 0208 3983772
Meals on Wheels, Community Transport, Dial-a-Ride,  
Alarm & Telecare services, Relief Carers 	 ask for service at central switchboard	 01372 474552
Homesupport Elmbridge 	 Thomasina Breslin	 01932 267128
Esher and District Stroke Club	 Ann Pollock	 0208398 6132
Voluntary Action Elmbridge	 Sally Dubery	 01372 463587
Surrey Youth and Adult Education Service	 Elmbridge Area	 020 8979 8334

GROUPS
Girl Guiding in TD & WG	 Mrs K Williams	 020 8398 1300
1st Thames Ditton Brownies	 Mrs. Bronach Hughes	 020 8398 1628
3rd Thames Ditton Brownies	 Deborah Daoud	 020 8398 5521
2nd Thames Ditton Rainbows	 Alexandra Lyall 	 07779 616463
1st Weston Green (All Saints) Scout Group	 Carole Needham	 07975 842423
1st Weston Green Guides (All Saints)	 Mrs. Louise Lewis	 020 8398 4843
2nd Thames Ditton Guides	 Mrs. Bronach Hughes	 020 8398 1628
1st Weston Green Brownies (All Saints)	 Mrs K Williams	 020 8398 1300
2nd Weston Green Brownies	 Mrs J Epps	 020 8395 0595
1st Weston Green Rainbows	 Larisa Strickland	 westongreenrainbows@gmail.com
4th Thames Ditton Ajax Sea Scouts	 Alison Derrick	 020 8398 0041
Dittons Scout Group	 Aileen Widdowson 	 07783 449666
Coffee and chat (United Reformed Church)	 Mrs. E. Barker	 01372 467491
Emberbrook Trefoil Guild	 Mary Bowen	 020 8398 6857
Friends of Bushey and Home Parks	 Jean Smith	 020 8977 9391
Friends of Walsingham Care	 Miss Valerie Chicken	 0208 398 2932
Molesey and Dittons Neighbourhood Watch	 Chairman: John Haberfield	 020 8398 5256
Parents and Toddlers(St Nicholas church)	 Information	 020 8398 7211
Ripieno Choir	 Nick Harris	 020 8399 7231
Surrey Bell-ringers	 Giles Andre 	 020 8979 1994

CLUBS
Albany Motor Yacht Club	 Secretary	 01784466651
All Saints Weston Lunch Club	 Val Atkinson	 020 8398 1117
Arts and Heritage Club	 Carol Butcher	 01932 867511
Claygate Bridge Club	 Hon. Secretary	 020 8398 1710
Colets Health & Fitness	 Giordano Orsini	 020 8398 7108
Dittons Skiff and Punting Club	 Hon Secretary	 07710 139417
Dittons & Hinchley Wood Royal British Legion	 Hon Secretary	 020 8398 6263
Ember Players (Drama) Ember Sports Club	 Elaine Sesemann 	 07801 943392
Ember Sports Club	 Zenda Hedges	 07717 304146
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Ember Sports Club: Bowls	 Sylvia Jones	 01932 788701
Ember Sports Club: Croquet	 Dr. David Cooke	 01932 862841
Ember Sports Club: Tennis	 Annabel Duncan	 0208 786 6318
Esher Bowling Club	 Roger Cooper	 01372 468109
Esher Bridge Centre	 Paul Whicker	 01372 460157
Esher 41 and Ex-Round Tablers’ Club	 Dr. R. Tudor-Williams	 020 8398 0108
Folk Dance Club	 Pam Phillips	 01372 373745
Hinchley Wood / Dittons PROBUS Club	 Geoff Francis	 01932 867771
Long Ditton Cricket Club	 Nigel Hardy	 020 8398 8361
Long Ditton Garden Club	 Heather Harvey	 020 8398 2642
Model Railway Society (Hampton Court)	 Secretary	 01932 241224
Old Cranleighan Rugby Club	 Tony Price	 07801 837129
Old Cranleighan Hockey Club	 Simon Marshall (Men)	 07801 737695 
	 Helen Hawes (Ladies)	 07771 557900
Probus Club, Hinchley Wood/Dittons 	 Edmund Woolley	 020 8398 3581
Probus Club, Sandown	 Julian Rye	 020 8398 2463
River Club (BMYC)	 David Walker	 0870 460 3586
Rotary Club, Esher	 Geoff Morris	 01932 868454
Rubber Bridge TD Lawn Tennis Club	 Val	 020 8399 9972
Surbiton Croquet Club	 Alec Thomas	 020 8398 2391
Surbiton Golf Club	 Secretary	 0208 398 3101
Surbiton Hockey Club	 Secretary	 020 8398 2401
Thames Ditton Lawn Tennis Club	 Chris Lewis	 07770 562569
Thames Ditton & Esher Golf Club	 Mark Rodbard	 020 8398 1551
Thames Ditton Squash Club (Colets)	 Dave Peck	 020 8398 7108
Thames Ditton Cricket Club	 Howard Frish (Secretary)	 07947 561449

SOCIETIES AND ASSOCIATIONS

Civil Service Pensioners’ Alliance 	 Mrs Brenda Denby	 0208 398 6054. 
Ember Choral 	 Linda Bridges 	 020 8399 5402 
Esher and Molesey Garden Society	 Chris Walker (Sec)	 0208 398 6651
Esher and District Amnesty International	 Cherry Eddy (Campaigns)	 0208398 4377
Hampton Court Way Allotment Association	 Lettings: Piotr Hennig	 020 8398 5358
Long Ditton Youth Club	 Toni Izard	 07749 633973
Lynwood Allotment Society	 Gill Vickers 	 020 8398 4870
Molesey and District Antiques Society	 Linda Lambert	 020 8398 1476
NADFAS (Decorative & Fine Arts) Kingston	 Mrs. Valerie Windsor	 020 8549 9967
Oxshott & Cobham Music Society 	 Cherry Eddy (Membership	 0208 398 4377  
		  cherryeddy102@gmail.com
Soroptimist International (Kingston District )	 Secretary: Pat Harman	 020 8390 3507
Thames Ditton Women’s Institute (W.I.)	 Secretary	 020 8398 8615

OTHER

Cancer Research UK	 Mrs. Vivienne Harris	 020 8398 6787
University of the Third Age (U3A)	 Hon Sec Anne Brown	  01932 881633
Vera Fletcher Hall	 Lettings: Amelia Crafts	 08456 528 529 
	 Membership: Sue Morris	 020 8224 0980

Please contact the Editor to amend these listings
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Events at the Vera Fletcher Hall 

Autumn Season 2018

September October  November

MUSIC  THE NEW JERSEY BOYS.  The Music of Frankie 
Valli and the Four Seasons plus a tribute to 
Showaddywaddy A nostalgic musical journey through the 
career of one of the biggest selling groups of all times – The 
Four Seasons. The programme includes all the hits such as 
Sherry, Big Girls Don’t Cry, Walk Like a Man and many 
more. There will be also  be a tribute to another great rock 
and roll band, Showaddywaddy. This show has been a sell 
out around the UK and is already selling fast in Thames 
Ditton. Friday 14 September     7.30 pm     Tickets £18

FILM NIGHT VFH FILM NIGHT presents in 
association with The R C Sherriff Trust, 
Celebrating 25 Years Advancing the Arts in 
Elmbridge - GOODBYE MR CHIPS  We are 
presenting an R C Sherriff double, the first of 
which is the 1939 film, Goodbye Mr Chips, for 
which Sherriff penned the screenplay. Young 
schoolteacher Charles Edward Chipping (played 
by Robert Donat) looks back on his life from his 
days as a young school master. The film is set 
against the backdrop of the seismic events of 
the early C20th, the shattering violence of the 
first World War. 
Friday 21 September       7.30 pm 
Tickets £7.00 entrance includes a 

OPERA  POPUP OPERA presents  LA 
TRAGÉDIE DE CARMEN A reimagining by 
Peter Brook of Bizet’s famous 
masterpiece,. The intense and tragic tale of the 
four characters who lie at the heart of the original 
story plays out in a thought-provoking drama of 
unhinged love and jealousy. Brook collaborated 
with composer Marius Constant to create a 
journey through much of Bizet’s memorable 
music, including Carmen’s ‘Habanera’, 
Escamillo’s Toreador Song and Don José’s 
Flower Song, together with powerful new 
passages. Popup Opera return after their 
successful debut visit with Hansel and Gretel last 
year.

Saturday 29 September   7.30 pm  Tickets  £18

BOX OFFICE 
www.verafletcherhall.co.uk 

Postal reservations on 08456 528 529

Or direct with cheque and SAE to VFH Box 
Office, 8 Copsem Lane, Esher KT10 9EU


4 Embercourt Road, Thames Ditton, KT7 0LQ

COMING UP IN OCTOBER/ NOVEMBER 
2018 

FRIDAY 5 OCTOBER - Now Here’s A Funny Story 
(Music Hall) 
SATURDAY 13 OCTOBER - Little Vicky and the 
Seven Assassins (Comedy drama) 
SATURDAY 20 OCTOBER - Alices’s Adventures in 
Wonderland (Children’s theatre) 
SATURDAY 27 OCTOBER - Lucid (Music) 
FRIDAY 9 NOVEMBER - The Eva Cassidy Story 
(Music) 

FULL DETAILS IN BROCHURE AND ON WEBSITE. 
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Antique Clock 
Restoration & Repair

Specialising in Grandfather, Dial, 
Bracket and Carriage Clocks

Contact: Mark Rowe M.B.H.I
BADA Diploma. Member of the Watch & 
Clockmakers Guild. West Dean Diploma.

Tel: 020 8605 0331
www.theclockgallery.co.uk

Additional Restoration services available 
for Watches, Books,Ceramics and Fine Furniture.

Antique Clocks also bought and sold.
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THAMES DITTON UNITED REFORMED CHURCH
Speer Road – close to Thames Ditton station

Services at 10.45 on Sundays
Secretary: Mrs Linda Lambert

Tel: 020 8398 1476 – Email: lindanmlambert@aol.com
WELCOME TO ALL

Find us at http://www.tdurc.org.uk
Hall bookings telephone: 020 8224 6396

THAMES DITTON UNITED
REFORMED CHURCH

Speer Road – close to
Thames Ditton station

Services at 10.45 on Sundays

Secretary: Mrs Linda Lambert

Tel: 020 8398 1476
Email: lindanmlambert@aol.com

WELCOME TO ALL

Find us at http://www.tdurc.org.uk

Hall bookings
telephone:

020 8224 6396
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D R E A M  H O M E ?

Thames Ditton Residential Sales & Lettings  020 8398 2500

Offi ces also at: SURBITON, NEW MALDEN, RAYNES PARK, WIMBLEDON BROADWAY & WIMBLEDON VILLAGE

www.hawesandco.co.uk

Speak to the property experts
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