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1830s:  a glimpse of the Hampton Races on Moulsey Hurst in Dickens’ Nicholas 
Nickleby: “The little racecourse at Hampton was in the full tide and 
height of its gaiety; the sun high in the cloudless sky. Every gaudy 
�F�R�O�R�X�U�� �W�K�D�W�� �Á�X�W�W�H�U�H�G�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �D�L�U�� �I�U�R�P�� �F�D�U�U�L�D�J�H�� �V�H�D�W�� �D�Q�G�� �J�D�U�L�V�K�� �W�H�Q�W���W�R�S��
shone out in its gaudiest hues.” Hampton Races, known as the Cockney 
Derby, took place in June and September – big days with a carnival and 
fair, said to attract 100,000 visitors each day (Thameside Molesey, 1989, 
�5�R�Z�O�D�Q�G���*�0���%�D�N�H�U�������,�W���G�U�H�Z���W�K�H���S�R�R�U���R�I���/�R�Q�G�R�Q�������D���U�R�X�J�K���S�O�D�F�H���Z�L�W�K���À�V�W��
�À�J�K�W�V�����U�R�E�E�H�U�L�H�V�����E�H�D�W�L�Q�J�V���D�Q�G���Z�R�U�V�H�����U�H�F�R�U�G�H�G���7�K�H���0�D�F�K�L�Q�H�U�\���R�I���&�U�L�P�H��
in England, 1834); nevertheless, it is said that William IV was often a 
spectator at Moulsey Hurst

1845:  with the arrival of the railway, Moulsey Hurst is now accessible from 
London by rail and steamer

1867: Molesey Regatta established - still held each July on Moulsey Hurst

1890: area fenced for Hurst Park Racecourse

 1960s - 80s: – much of the riverside land returned to the public as open space

Knyff View –1704, birds-eye view of Hampton Court Palace looking upstream towards Moulsey Hurst;

There is a very local plan from 1806, 
showing the lammas lands held in common 
�D�Q�G���W�K�H���Á�R�R�G���À�H�O�G�V���U�X�Q�Q�L�Q�J���G�R�Z�Q���W�R��
the river’s edge. It showed a scheme to 
improve the Thames Navigation: a canal 
along a route where, roughly, Hurst Road 
now runs, from Platt’s Eyot to the River 
Ember at Hampton Court. For barges, the 
Moulesey reach of the Thames was a series 
of impassable mud, shallows, shoals, and 
�O�R�F�D�O�V�� �Z�K�R�� �V�H�W�� �X�S�� �R�E�V�W�D�F�O�H�V�� �O�L�N�H�� �À�V�K�� �Z�H�L�U�V��
�D�Q�G���Á�D�V�K���O�R�F�N�V��

In the event, the scheme was superseded by 
something much simpler – a pound lock and 
dredging of the navigation along the Surrey 
channel creating a cut, using the spoil to 
consolidate the towpath, Taggs Island, 
Garrick’s Ait and the islands. The reach 
was later the setting for Garrick’s Villa 
�D�Q�G���7�H�P�S�O�H���W�R���6�K�D�N�H�V�S�H�D�U�H�������À�Q�H���*�H�R�U�J�L�D�Q��
buildings on the Hampton Bank from the 
Age of Enlightenment. The reach is now 
protected under the Thames Landscape 
Strategy – in 1994 it inspired the Arcadian 
Thames, Hampton to Kew.
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It is easy to see why local people in Surrey 
and Middlesex, and users of Hurst Park, 
the Thames Path, Garrick’s Temple and 
Hampton Ferry, have all united in recent 
years to resist - successfully - planning 
proposals on the riverside at Hurst Park 
and Meadows. Hampton Ferry itself has a 
licence that dates from the c16th – amongst 

the earliest on the Thames.

Today the riverbank and park are protected 
for nature conservation. Hurst Meadows 
is rare meadow floodplain for river water 
whenever the Thames rises. This enrichment 
contributes to unusual botanical diversity 
and an astonishing butterfly population. 
Despite its closeness to London, Hurst Park 
remains tranquil and pastoral, designated 
Public Open Green Space. Today activities 
tend to be peaceful – picnics, walking, 
exercise, charity events, and the like. But 
standing on the old lammas land by the 
Hampton Ferry landing, you can’t help but 
imagine some of what went on in the past…

Jill Sanders – Friend of Hurst Park 
http://www.friendsofhurstpark.org.uk

Print showing the ferry to the races at Hurst

Aerial view of current Hurst Park and Hurst Meadows

Painting by Zoffany The Garrick family on Garrick’s Lawn, looking downstream towards Moulsey
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Solution to the Winter Crossword 

Congratulations to the senders of the 
first three correct entries opened in the 
shuffle. Each wins a £5 voucher to spend 
in local shops.

Tom Eddy 
46 Grove Way 
KT10 8HL

Susan Howarth 
104 Summer Road 
KT7 0QP

Mr Mahadeva 
44 Thistledene 
KT7 0YJ

B	 E	 M	 U	 S	 E	 D	 W	 E	 L	 C	 O	 M	 E	

A	 U	 T	 I	 E	 E	 N	 X	

K	 A	 N	 G	 A	 R	 O	 O	 S	 G	 E	 T	 U	 P	

U	 S	 R	 G	 T	 E	 A	 E	

T	 H	 R	 E	 E	 C	 O	 R	 N	 E	 R	 E	 D	

D	 E	 N	 N	 D	 I	 I	

E	 N	 R	 I	 C	 H	 E	 S	 R	 A	 G	 O	 U	 T	

T	 O	 S	 E	 R	 I	

E	 N	 C	 A	 M	 P	 E	 N	 D	 Y	 M	 I	 O	 N	

R	 H	 E	 T	 V	 L	 G	

G	 R	 A	 N	 D	 N	 A	 T	 I	 O	 N	 A	 L	

E	 G	 I	 R	 S	 E	 E	 S	

N	 O	 R	 M	 A	 S	 T	 A	 R	 L	 I	 G	 H	 T	

T	 I	 N	 U	 G	 I	 A	 U	

S	 I	 N	 U	 S	 E	 S	 E	 P	 S	 I	 L	 O	 N	

18

A family run, local gardening service 

 

G A R D E N  M A I N T E N A N C E ,  
C L E A R A N C E  &  D E S I G N  
AT  A F F O R D A B L E  R AT E S  

DOWN TO EARTH 

Phone: 020-8398-7219 
Mobile: 07964-000-851 

E-mail: downtoearth2008@live.co.uk 

27 Church Walk 
Thames Ditton 

Surrey 
KT7 0NP 

Gardens can get out of hand very quickly, sometimes 

it can be hard to keep on top of it all year round. 

den maintenance, garden design, fencing & paving, to 

wanted. 

Why not give us a call or drop us an e-mail to see 

what we can do for you? 

106866 N_Thames Ditton SPRING 2005  02/11/2015  12:31  Page 18

28849.01_TDT_SPRING_2019_004.indd   36 05/03/2019   09:21



37

Captain Tyringham Howe 

HMS Glasgow (Captain Tyringham’s command) being pursued by the rebel American  
colonial squadron.

When you tiptoe from St. Nicholas Church 
door along the north aisle, shortly before the 
amazing Norman font you tread on a large 
flagstone inscribed:

Sacred to the memory of Tyringham Howe 
Esq. a Captain in his Majesty’s Royal Navy 
who departed this life the 7th of June 1783, 
aged 38 years.

Also the body of Elizabeth Howe, wife 
of the above Tyringham Howe Esq who 
departed this life the 21st day of December 
1785, aged 45 years. 

Their bones lie beneath. 
Now Tyringham is an unusual name, 

of a family from Buckinghamshire with 
an ancient manorial Hall in a village 
named after them. Tyringham Howe was 
a younger son in the Stephens family 
of Gloucestershire, which in the early 
1600s provided several sheriffs of that 
county and Thomas Stephens, attorney-

general to Prince Henry (son of King 
James I) and Charles I. Thomas’ grandson 
Nathanial married Elizabeth, daughter 
and eventually heir of Robert Tiringham, 
of Weston-upon-Favell, Northants, and the 
forename Tyringham then appears among 
their descendants with the sons taking the 
customary professions of the Church, the 
Army and the Navy.

A couple of generations down the line 
saw Millicent Stephens married to William 
Howe of Essex, producing two sons who 
became captains in the Navy, William dying 
in 1760, and our Tyringham (named after 
his mother’s elder brother, a Commissioner 
in the Navy’s Victualling office). Two 
younger sons joined the Marines and the 
Army, the latter, Lt. Col. Stephens Howe, 
becoming aide-de-camp to the King. 
Millicent’s younger brother Philip Stephens 
(1725 - 1809), our Tyringham’s uncle, also 
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Solution to the Winter Crossword 

Congratulations to the senders of the 
first three correct entries opened in the 
shuffle. Each wins a £5 voucher to spend 
in local shops.

Tom Eddy 
46 Grove Way 
KT10 8HL

Susan Howarth 
104 Summer Road 
KT7 0QP

Mr Mahadeva 
44 Thistledene 
KT7 0YJ

B	 E	 M	 U	 S	 E	 D	 W	 E	 L	 C	 O	 M	 E	

A	 U	 T	 I	 E	 E	 N	 X	

K	 A	 N	 G	 A	 R	 O	 O	 S	 G	 E	 T	 U	 P	

U	 S	 R	 G	 T	 E	 A	 E	

T	 H	 R	 E	 E	 C	 O	 R	 N	 E	 R	 E	 D	

D	 E	 N	 N	 D	 I	 I	

E	 N	 R	 I	 C	 H	 E	 S	 R	 A	 G	 O	 U	 T	

T	 O	 S	 E	 R	 I	

E	 N	 C	 A	 M	 P	 E	 N	 D	 Y	 M	 I	 O	 N	

R	 H	 E	 T	 V	 L	 G	

G	 R	 A	 N	 D	 N	 A	 T	 I	 O	 N	 A	 L	

E	 G	 I	 R	 S	 E	 E	 S	

N	 O	 R	 M	 A	 S	 T	 A	 R	 L	 I	 G	 H	 T	

T	 I	 N	 U	 G	 I	 A	 U	

S	 I	 N	 U	 S	 E	 S	 E	 P	 S	 I	 L	 O	 N	
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started in the Navy’s Victualling office but 
caught the eye of Admiral Anson and had 
a glittering bureaucratic career as Anson’s 
secretary, becoming assistant secretary  
of the Admiralty in 1763, later first 
secretary, and well-placed to foster the naval  
careers of his seagoing nephews whom he 
long outlived. 

In 1795 Philip Stephens, already an 
FRS and MP for Sandwich, was created 
a baronet and appointed one of the Lords 
of the Admiralty. He died aged 84, having 
enjoyed a whopping pension and proved 
that you didn’t need to go to sea to achieve 
greatness in the Admiralty!

American War of Independence
Tyringham Howe showed his mettle in a 

different way. 
At twenty years old he was made 

Lieutenant in September 1765 (I do not 
know on which ships he served as a junior 
officer), rising to Commander in December 
1770 in command of HMS Vulture, a sloop 
of 14 guns. In July 1772 he commanded a 
smaller sloop, Cruizer, 6 guns, and two 
months later sailed to North America. 
Within a year trouble would break out at 
Boston harbour which led to the American 
War of Independence. Tyringham must have 
impressed Vice-Admiral Samuel Graves, 
commander of the Navy’s North American 
Station, for on 11 January 1775 Graves made 
him a Captain and gave him command of a 
twenty-gun frigate, HMS Glasgow, based 
at Boston. In June that year Glasgow was 
part of the fleet involved with the retaking 
of Bunker Hill from the colonial forces that 
had occupied its narrow peninsula with the 
intention of laying artillery siege to British-
held Boston. 

During late 1775 and early 1776 The Naval 
Committee of the rebel United Colonies 
acquired and fitted out its own navy, which 

made its maiden voyage in the Spring. It 
enjoyed some initial success capturing 
minor British vessels but then, on 6 April, 
off Block Island which is about one-third 
of the way between the easternmost tip 
of Long Island and the island of Martha’s 
Vineyard, the Americans’ fleet spotted HMS 
Glasgow downwind. Now the American 
force, commanded by Commodore Esek 
Hopkins, was much stronger than the lone 
Glasgow. It included the recently refitted 
Alfred (24 guns), Columbus (20), Andrea 
Doria (14), Cabot(14), and Providence 
(12). It was packed with marines. It also 
enjoyed the weather gauge when Glasgow 
was spotted. Nevertheless, Glasgow went 
creaming upwind to meet them. Here is our  
Captain Tyringham Howe’s report, which 
stands reading:

“On Saturday the 6th of April, 1776, At 
two am, Block Island then bearing N. W. 
about eight Leagues, we discovered a Fleet 
on the weather beam, consisting of seven 
or eight Sail; tacked and stood towards 
them and soon perceived them to be two or 
three large Ships and other Square Rigged 
Vessels. Turned all hands to Quarters, 
hauled up the Mainsail and kept standing 
on to the N. W. with a light breeze and 
smooth Water, the Fleet then coming down 
before it. At half past two a large Brig, much 
like the Bolton but larger, came within hail 
and seemed to hesitate about giving any 
answer, but still kept standing towards us 
and on being asked what other Ships were 
in company with her, they answered ‘the 
Columbus and Alfred, a two and twenty 
Gun frigate.’ And almost immediately a 
hand Grenadoe was thrown out of her top. 
We exchanged our Broadsides. She then 
shot ahead and lay on our bow, to make 
room for a large Ship with a top-light to 
come on our Broadside and another Ship 
ran under our Stern, Raked as she passed 
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and then luft up on our Lee beam, whilst 
a Brig took her Station on our Larboard 
Quarter and a Sloop kept altering her 
Station occasionally. At this time the Clerk 
having the care of the dispatches for the 
So. Ward to destroy, if the ship should be 
boarded or in danger of being taken, hove 
the bag overboard with a shot in it. At four 
the Station of every Vessel was altered, as 
the two ships had dropt on each quarter 
and a Brig kept astern giving a continual 
fire. Bore away and made Sail for Rhode 
Island, with the whole fleet within Musket 
shot on our Quarters and Stern. Got two 
Stern chase guns out of the Cabin and kept 
giving and receiving a very warm fire. At 
daylight perceived the Rebel fleet to consist 
of two Ships, two Brigs and a Sloop, and a 
large Ship and Snow that kept to Windward 
as soon as the Action began. At half past six 
the Fleet hauled their Wind and at Seven 
tacked and stood to the S. S. W. Employed 
reeving, knotting and splicing and the 
Carpenters making fishes for the Masts. 
At half past seven made a Signal and fired 
several guns occasionally to alarm the fleet 
at Rhode Island Harbour. The Rose, Swan 
and Nautilus then being working out. We 
had one Man Killed and three Wounded by 
the musketry from the Enemy.”

Commodore Hopkins’ report was rather 
brief. Indeed the rebel fleet, which suffered 
two vessels disabled, ten men killed and 
fourteen wounded, and which was outpaced 
when Glasgow bore away for Rhode 
Island despite the damage to Glasgow’s 
sails and rigging, had done poorly. The 
engagement led to criticism of Hopkins and 
the nascent Continental Navy, and to two 
courts-martial. Hopkins was investigated 
by the Continental Congress of the United 
Colonies for disregarding his earlier 
orders to take the fleet southwards. He 
had moreover disposed of the spoils taken 

earlier in the cruise, without consultation. 
In January 1778 he was dismissed from  
the Navy. 

There are several accounts of the battle 
online, with diagrams for the aficionados 
of naval warfare. There are, of course, 
many papers by US researchers who tend 
to expiate Hopkins and find excuses for a 
poor show. My view is that Hopkins and the 
new American fleet were callow in naval 
strategy and Hopkins in particular made 
basic mistakes from which all would have 
learned a great deal: there is nothing like 
experience. For his part, Tyringham Howe 
was spirited and skilled.

Return to Britain
HMS Glasgow was badly damaged and 

in need of substantial repairs. Tyringham 
Howe’s commission as post captain was 
confirmed by the Admiralty, and he 
returned to Portsmouth to take command 
of HMS Thames, a more powerful frigate 
of 32 guns which was in the process of 
completing a major repair and refit. Thames 
sailed for North America in December 
1776, during which tour of duty she took 
a brig, and was in action off Virginia and 
in Chesapeake Bay. The ship was stricken 
by fever which left Howe ill and many crew 
dead. After joining Commodore Sir George 
Collier’s expedition against rebels on the 
Connecticut coast during the first half of 
1779, the Thames returned to Newhaven 
and Deptford for further repairs, and in 
September 1782 she was paid off.

In the last few years of Tyringham 
Howe’s short life, he and his wife settled 
in Thames Ditton from November 1781: 
I have not discovered which house they 
lived in. Personal details about Tyringham, 
his older wife Elizabeth, and when and 
where they married, are extremely scant. 
Tyringham had bought and brought back 
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R P Brown
Est. 1968 – Traditional, reliable,

and conscientious local plumber

Registered with the Institute of Plumbing
and Heating Engineers 

Approved member of Surrey C.C.Trading
Standards ’Buy with Confidence’ Scheme

No call out charge and no minimum charge,
free written estimates,

one year parts and labour guarantee, 
full public liability insurance.

Tel: 020 8398 0207
Mobile: 07973 636672

56 Speer Road, Thames Ditton,
Surrey KT7 0PW 

www.plumb-master.co.uk
e-mail info@plumb-master.co.uk

TJMTRAINING
recovery   nutrition   fitness

Toby Mayers   

Injury and Rehabilitation Specialist 

Claim a free 15 minute assessment  
by calling Toby on:  
07738 262 889 

or email:  
toby@tjmtraining.com

www.tjmtraining.com

Brighten up your Garden!
Is your garden in need of a makeover?

From planting plans to a simple injection of colour

Green Room Garden Designs can help

020 8398 5703

Anna 07801 921166 – Kate 07956 641881

RHS and Merrist Wood Qualified
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NeighbourCare is a local, long established, registered charity 
run entirely by volunteer telephone operators and drivers. 

It is endorsed by Elmbridge Borough Council. 
Our drivers use their own cars to provide a door-to-door 
service for the less mobile residents of Thames Ditton, 

Weston Green, Long Ditton and Hinchley Wood enabling 
them to get to medical appointments, Day Centres  

or hairdressers.
Can you spare a few hours a month during the week at 
times to suit you, to either work from home answering 
the telephone to fulfil our clients’ requests, or carrying 

out local drives? 
Training will be provided. Expenses are paid.

Please call Frankie Bell on 07790 472993 if you are interested.

Delia Ridewood
Quality Interior Decorator 

Garden Maintenance
Mobile: 07973800887 

Email: deliaridewood@gmail.com
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with him from his tour in America a black 
slave girl, Charlotte. From his Will, and the 
lack of records in the likes of Ancestry, the 
Howes were childless. The Will is dated 13 
November 1781 (it seems it was drawn up at 
the time they came to the village) and there 
is a codicil signed weakly by Tyringham on 7 
June 1783, the day he died. Everything is left 
to Elizabeth. There is no mention of Charlotte.

Charlotte Howe
On the other hand, Charlotte not only 

remained with Elizabeth Howe, but was 
baptised with the family name as Charlotte 
Howe at St. Nicholas, Thames Ditton, on 17 
December 1783 (which has led Ancestry to 
list that as her date of birth!). The register 
describes her as “an African servant to 
Mrs How” (not as a slave, note). And now 
there ensued a seminal case in British law 
concerning slavery, on which I touched in 
an earlier article. 

The newly-widowed Elizabeth decamped 
to Chelsea and took Charlotte with her. 
After a few months it appears they fell 
out, for Charlotte Howe returned alone to 
Thames Ditton and sought relief on the 
parish. Our Vestry was unwilling to cough 
up as Charlotte had been in Chelsea the 
past forty days. St. Luke’s Chelsea was also 
disinclined, and there ensued a legal battle 
to avoid responsibility for this black pauper. 
I can’t help thinking that more was spent on 
legal fees than would have been required to 
support Charlotte. 

The judge in the case was none other 
than Lord Mansfield, who had already 
made a crucial judgment on a slave’s right 
to resist repatriation; maintaining that 
slavery had no basis here in common law 
nor was it established by legislation. But 
the unfortunate Charlotte Howe fell right 
through these holes in English law, for after 
a ding-dong case in which advocates for both 

sides argued eloquently, Mansfield ruled 
that a former slave had no right to wages 
or a settlement without an express contract 
of hiring. Charlotte had none, so was not 
entitled to support from either parish:

“The Statutes in question have not a word 
applicable to Slaves; the Legislature never 
thought of them. To have the privilege of 
a Settlement, a person must be within the 
description of hiring and service, here is no 
Hiring at all.”

Almost needless to say, despite the fame of 
this case there are no details at all of poor 
Charlotte, or what became of her. Two years 
later the newly-established Committee for 
the Relief of the Black Poor was meeting 
in Batson’s Coffee House to mete out doles 
to destitute Indian sailors discharged by the 
East India Company, and indigent black 
American loyalists. 

So the next time you wear away a little 
more of the inscription on Tyringham 
Howe’s gravestone, you may be mindful of 
the history. Tread softly.

Keith Evetts

Be mindful of history at St Nicholas. Photo credit 
Andrew Eccleston

28849.01_TDT_SPRING_2019_004.indd   41 05/03/2019   09:21



42

Solution to the Winter Crossword 

	

	

R E R E D O S  I M P R O V E 

E  E  E  H  G  L  V  V 

A F T E R N O O N  A D E L E 

R  U  R  P  O  I  R  N 

  R O Y A L P R I N C E S S 

E  N    I  E  J  A   

M A S T I F F S  P A R T U M 

B 
 
B 

   N  T  F  N    A 

R E 
 
E 

C E N T  P O W E R C U T 

O  H  O  P  U    O 
 
O 

 E 

I N A S C H O O L R O O M   

D  F  E  T  P  W  B 
 
B 

 B 

E L F I N  E G L A N T I N E 

R  E  T  N  A  E  N  S 

Y O R K I S T  Y O R K E R S 

There were no correct entries this time for 
the Winter Crossword 

Try your hand at our Spring crossword

• Panic
• Workplace Stress 
• Low Self Esteem 
• Insomnia
• OCD

• Depression
• Anxiety
• PTSD
• Phobias
• Anger

clinics in Esher and Central London

Expert, confidential treatment for:

www.cbt-surrey.co.uk tel: 07904 52 52 51full details at: 

simon simpson

Cognitive Behaviour Therapy
Clinical Hypnosis

BA(Hons) MSc MAREBT BABCP UKCP MNRHP

Registered with Bupa
and all major insurance

companies
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Spring Crossword

We would like to introduce a new 
crossword compiler to Thames Ditton 
Today Howard Cruthers
The first three correct entries randomly 
opened after the closing date of May 10 
2019 will win a £5 voucher to spend in 
local shops.
Please send the completed puzzle (or 
photocopy) enclosing your name and 
address, with the envelope clearly 
marked ‘Crossword Competition’ to:
Thames Ditton Today
Crossword Competition
24 High Street
Thames Ditton KT7 0RY

ACROSS CLUES
7. Where to see sea creatures (8)

9. Selfishly (6)

10. Connect parts of chain? (4)

11. Warning devices (4, 6)

12. In accordance with the usual requirements (6)

14. Acerbic (8)

15. An indefinitely great number (6)

17. Increasing in number (6)

20. Enduring (8)

22. Tropical fruit (6)

23. Deep sea marine animal that thinks its a 
reptile? (10)

24. Muck about – with a songbird? (4)

25. Old name for tea growing country (6)

26. A nervous upset causes extreme hunger? 
(anag) (8)

DOWN CLUES
1. Having the same shape (8)

2. Break into a computer system (4)

3. Immoral (6)

4. Flawed, often of hearing or vision (8)

5. Butch Cassidy’s South American  
neighbour? (10)

6. Former students (6)

8. Ill-tempered or surly (6)

13. Able to sell mixed up table maker (anag) (10)

16. Keeping clear of (8)

18. Big-hearted (8)

19. More hideous (6)

21. Flowering plants – seen with the eye? (6)

22. Act, to conform? (6)

24. Mid-sized wild cat (4)

28849.01_TDT_SPRING_2019_004.indd   43 05/03/2019   09:21



44

ServiceS, clubS, SocietieS and GroupS 
SERVICES

Cheer (Concern and Help for East Elmbridge Retired) Mark Michelmore 01372 879321
Dittons & Weston Green NeighbourCare Frankie Bell 07790 472993
Elmbridge Borough Council Community Support Services 
Thames Ditton Centre for the community Mon & Thurs 0208 3985921
Thames Ditton Children’s Centre Tues, Weds, Fri 0208 3983772
Meals on Wheels, Community Transport, Dial-a-Ride,  
Alarm & Telecare services, Relief Carers  ask for service at central switchboard 01372 474552
Homesupport Elmbridge  Thomasina Breslin 01932 267128
Esher and District Stroke Club Ann Pollock 0208398 6132
Voluntary Action Elmbridge Sally Dubery 01372 463587
Surrey Youth and Adult Education Service Elmbridge Area 020 8979 8334

GROUPS
1st Thames Ditton Brownies Bronach Hughes bronachhughes@hotmail.com
3rd Thames Ditton Brownies Bronach Hughes bronachhughes@hotmail.com
2nd Thames Ditton Rainbows Heather Crowe  heathercrowe@hotmail.com
1st Weston Green (All Saints) Scout Group Carole Needham 07975 842423
1st Weston Green Guides  Sumathi Jeevaratnam sumathi.jeevaratnam@gmail.com
2rd Weston Green Guides Helen Lawson helenlawson287@gmail.com
2nd Thames Ditton Guides Bronach Hughes bronachhughes@hotmail.com
1st Weston Green Brownies (All Saints) Kathy Williams  020 8398 1300
3rd Weston Green Brownies Gillian Twomey gtwomey@hotmail.com
1st Weston Green Rainbows Larisa Strickland westongreenrainbows@gmail.com
4th Thames Ditton Ajax Sea Scouts Alison Derrick 020 8398 0041
Dittons Scout Group Aileen Widdowson  07783 449666
Coffee and chat (United Reformed Church) Mrs. E. Barker 01372 467491
Emberbrook Trefoil Guild Mary Bowen 020 8398 6857
Friends of Bushey and Home Parks Jean Smith 020 8977 9391
Friends of Walsingham Care Miss Valerie Chicken 0208 398 2932
Molesey and Dittons Neighbourhood Watch Chairman: John Haberfield 020 8398 5256
Parents and Toddlers(St Nicholas church) Information 020 8398 7211
Ripieno Choir Nick Harris 020 8399 7231
Surrey Bell-ringers Giles Andre  020 8979 1994

CLUBS
Albany Motor Yacht Club Secretary 01784466651
All Saints Weston Lunch Club Val Atkinson 020 8398 1117
Arts and Heritage Club Carol Butcher 01932 867511
Claygate Bridge Club Hon. Secretary 020 8398 1710
Colets Health & Fitness Giordano Orsini 020 8398 7108
Dittons Skiff and Punting Club Hon Secretary 07710 139417
Dittons & Hinchley Wood Royal British Legion Hon Secretary 020 8398 6263
Ember Players (Drama) Ember Sports Club Elaine Sesemann  07801 943392
Ember Sports Club Zenda Hedges 07717 304146
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Ember Sports Club: Bowls Sylvia Jones 01932 788701
Ember Sports Club: Croquet Dr. David Cooke 01932 862841
Ember Sports Club: Tennis Annabel Duncan 0208 786 6318
Esher Bowling Club Roger Cooper 01372 468109
Esher Bridge Centre Paul Whicker 01372 460157
Esher 41 and Ex-Round Tablers’ Club Dr. R. Tudor-Williams 020 8398 0108
Folk Dance Club (St Nicholas) David Ford 020 8715 2148
Hinchley Wood / Dittons PROBUS Club Edmund Woolloy 020 8398 3581
Long Ditton Cricket Club Nigel Hardy 020 8398 8361
Long Ditton Garden Club Heather Harvey 020 8398 2642
Model Railway Society (Hampton Court) Secretary 01932 241224
Old Cranleighan Rugby Club Tony Price 07801 837129
Old Cranleighan Hockey Club Simon Marshall (Men) 07801 737695 
 Helen Hawes (Ladies) 07771 557900
Probus Club, Hinchley Wood/Dittons  Edmund Woolley 020 8398 3581
Probus Club, Sandown Julian Rye 020 8398 2463
River Club (BMYC) David Walker 0870 460 3586
Rotary Club, Esher Geoff Morris 01932 868454
Rubber Bridge TD Lawn Tennis Club Val 020 8399 9972
Surbiton Croquet Club Alec Thomas 020 8398 2391
Surbiton Golf Club Secretary 0208 398 3101
Surbiton Hockey Club Secretary 020 8398 2401
Thames Ditton Lawn Tennis Club Chris Lewis 07770 562569
Thames Ditton & Esher Golf Club Mark Rodbard 020 8398 1551
Thames Ditton Squash Club (Colets) Dave Peck 020 8398 7108
Thames Ditton Cricket Club Howard Frish (Secretary) 07947 561449

SOCIETIES AND ASSOCIATIONS

Civil Service Pensioners’ Alliance  Mrs Brenda Denby 0208 398 6054 
Ember Choral  Linda Bridges  020 8399 5402 
Esher and Molesey Garden Society TBC TBC
Esher and District Amnesty International Cherry Eddy (Campaigns) 0208 398 4377
Hampton Court Way Allotment Association Lettings: Piotr Hennig 020 8398 5358
Long Ditton Youth Club Toni Izard 07749 633973
Lynwood Allotment Society Gill Vickers  020 8398 4870
Molesey and District Antiques Society Linda Lambert 020 8398 1476
NADFAS (Decorative & Fine Arts) Kingston Mrs. Valerie Windsor 020 8549 9967
Oxshott & Cobham Music Society  Cherry Eddy (Membership 0208 398 4377  
  cherryeddy102@gmail.com
Soroptimist International (Kingston District ) Secretary: Pat Harman 020 8390 3507
Thames Ditton Women’s Institute (W.I.) Secretary 020 8398 8615

OTHER

Cancer Research UK Mrs. Vivienne Harris 020 8398 6787
University of the Third Age (U3A) Hon Sec Anne Brown  01932 881633
Vera Fletcher Hall Lettings: Amelia Crafts 08456 528 529 
 Membership: Sue Morris 020 8224 0980

Please contact the Editor to amend these listings
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Our March mini-festival of plays continues with the second of our 
Fish, Chips and a Play nights and the return of James Pellow with 
his new bitter-sweet comedy Her Majesty Fed an Elephant on 
Saturday 30 March. James plays both characters in this piece - a 
flamboyant and opinionated lady Novelist and a very ordinary 
theatre cleaner as they both share joyful and painful memories. 
Come and enjoy a fish and chip supper before the play. Doors open 
at 7.00 pm, supper is served from 
7.30 pm and the show will start at 
8.15 pm.


On Saturday 6 April at 7.30 pm we 
welcome back the Linden Wind 
Orchestra with their festival concert 
Nice But Nautical featuring pieces 
from a range of genres with a theme 

based on the sea and water.


We have two more plays  concluding our late Spring Season. On 
Sunday 14th April at 7.30 pm we have Florence ‘Flo’ Smith - 
Now and Then by Christopher Saul which started its life in 1969 
when the writer was a drama student. For his dissertation, he 
decided to interview his paternal grandmother, Florence Smith. It 
resulted in spools and spools of reminiscences of her life in 
London, through Victorian childhood, a difficult marriage, the 
struggle to feed her children and the experience of living through 
two world wars and the aftermath. Many years later the story was published as a Kindle book. 

Meeting with actress Ursula Mohan and working with her on the transcripts led to the play which 
has already enjoyed successful performances in Stratford-upon-Avon and London.


Cyphers Theatre Company bring their adaptation of Jane 
Austen’s gothic satire novel, Northanger Abbey on Friday 
10 May at 7.30 pm . A timeless tale of growing up and 
getting it wrong, told through accessible humour and fast-
paced action. For children and families we have The Wind in 
The Willows by Kenneth Grahame in an adaptation by Don 
Brown of The Cat’s Grin Theatre Company, which promises 
to be an interactive performance shimmering with big 
characters and big hearts on Saturday 27 April at 2.30 pm.


Late Spring Season 2019
Full details at 

www.verafletcherhall.co.uk

Linden Wind Orchestra 
presents


NICE BUT NAUTICAL
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Antique Clock 
Restoration & Repair

Specialising in Grandfather, Dial, 
Bracket and Carriage Clocks

Contact: Mark Rowe M.B.H.I
BADA Diploma. Member of the Watch & 
Clockmakers Guild. West Dean Diploma.

Tel: 020 8605 0331
www.theclockgallery.co.uk

Additional Restoration services available 
for Watches, Books,Ceramics and Fine Furniture.

Antique Clocks also bought and sold.
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THAMES DITTON UNITED REFORMED CHURCH
Speer Road – close to Thames Ditton station

Services at 10.45 on Sundays
Secretary: Mrs Linda Lambert

Tel: 020 8398 1476 – Email: lindanmlambert@aol.com
WELCOME TO ALL

Find us at http://www.tdurc.org.uk
Hall bookings telephone: 020 8224 6396

THAMES DITTON UNITED
REFORMED CHURCH

Speer Road – close to
Thames Ditton station

Services at 10.45 on Sundays

Secretary: Mrs Linda Lambert

Tel: 020 8398 1476
Email: lindanmlambert@aol.com

WELCOME TO ALL

Find us at http://www.tdurc.org.uk

Hall bookings
telephone:

020 8224 6396
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S P R I N G  A G A I N !

Surbiton Residential Sales 020 8390 6565, Lettings 020 8399 5522

Offi ces also at: RAYNES PARK, WIMBLEDON BROADWAY & WIMBLEDON VILLAGE

www.hawesandco.co.uk

the property experts

time to speak to
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