
We start our journey...
to Thames Ditton by looking at 
this map of 1912. It shows the  
third Hampton Court Bridge
opened in 1865 which went 
from the Mitre Hotel to Bridge 
Road in East Molesey.

The present bridge built in 1933
runs from the Mitre Hotel past
where the Castle Hotel once  
was and now is the new road
Hampton Court Way (as shown 
in orange). It takes us to 
Summer Road where we turn 
left for Thames Ditton -

‘Surrey’s best kept secret’ 
as described by HJC Estate 
Agents.

There is a plaque on the 
present bridge stating that a 
Mr. Allen built a bridge at 
Hampton Court, at his own 
expense. It was a toll bridge 
allowing Mr. Allen to recoup 
his outlay. It was bought by 
the Metropolitan Board of 
Works in 1876 and the toll was 
lifted, amidst loud cheering.

Thames Ditton
V



Painting by Edmund 

My painting shows the present view
from Bridge Road across the Thames 
to the Mitre Hotel. The three dark 
arches near the water line in the 
middle of the picture show where 
the old bridge shown on the map of 
1912 connected. 

To date there have been 4 bridges, 
the latest shown above.
 

Thames Ditton became significant 
after Hampton Court Palace was built 
by Thomas Wolsey in the early 16th 
century. When the Palace was claimed 
by Henry VIII in 1525, Palace  
officials and other workers came to 
live in Thames Ditton.

Thames Ditton Island was a handy 
crossing point by ferry to the Palace

before the first bridge at Hampton 
Court was built in 1753.

Thames Ditton had some heavy
industries in Edwardian England 
such as the Ferry Works and the 
Bronze Foundry but it was still rural 
enough to provide employment for 
farmers, farriers, blacksmiths, corn 
and flour dealers and dairymen.

There are several places in 
England with Ditton in their name.

For example: 
Fen Ditton near Cambridge,  
Little Ditton and Ditton Green near
Newmarket, all from the Old 
English word ‘dic’ meaning ditch or 
embankment while ‘tun’ meant a
settlement, village or farmstead.
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In 1884 Willans claimed that Ferry 
Works was the first factory
illuminated by electric light.
Present day staff enjoy their own 
private seating area on the banks 
of the Thames.

AC Cars were also here for
a time before they moved to 
the High Street. (page 12)
 

 

Ferry Works
A few yards behind on the left is the
Old Ferry Works, an industrial complex 
going back over 200 years with the old 
building complex still existing, which 
has been restored, retaining the heritage
of the old building.

Plaques celebrate Willans & Robinson
who designed and manufactured their
revolutionary steam engine here.
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Summer Road
This image c1914 shows the end of
Summer Road (named because it 
flooded in winter) and the Swan Pub,  
which is on the left and also on our 
front cover before the bridge to Thames 
Ditton Island was built.

We see the old and new eras, of the 
horse and cart and the new motor car 
on the left, not yet creating fear for the 
lady, her baby and free roaming dogs. 

The shops on the right have now gone
but it’s interesting that one offered the 
use of a public telephone, presumably
at a cost. By the 1930s only affluent 
homes had a telephone.

John Cadbury created the Cadbury
Chocolate bar in 1847. The shop on 
the right is presumably selling the 
iconic Cadbury Dairy Milk bar which
was introduced in 1905.



The Foundry
Across the road from the Ferry Works
was The Foundry, founded in 1874  
by Cox & Son on the site of an historic 
melting or sometimes called smelting
house which had been on the same
site for 300 years.

A young local resident who lived near 
the Foundry said: “there was a huge
set of wooden doors which when open
gave on to a great workshop, where 
sweating men poured molten metal 
from glowing pots into moulds”.  
He would spend ages transfixed by  
the sights, sounds and smells. 

The most famous bronze statues in 
the British Empire were cast here.

The picture shows King George V and 
Queen Mary with the boss A.B.Burton
visiting the statue of Edward VII
before it was transported to New Delhi.
It was taken down in 1947 after the 
partition of India. 

From 1969 it now has a new home in 
Toronto’s Queen’s Park, Canada.

Peace Quadriga 
In 1909 work was started on the 
casting of the ‘Peace Quadriga’ one of
the largest bronze castings ever made 
in Britain. Weighing 38 tons and 
standing 32 feet high, it would take 
3.5 years to complete.

Installed on top of Wellington Arch at
Hyde Park Corner, it represents the
angel of peace alighting on the chariot
of war which is pulled by 4 horses.

Eros
Eros, the statue from Piccadilly Circus,
was repaired and cleaned but not cast 
here. Eros, the Greek god of love, was 
returned to Piccadilly Circus in 1931.

The image of Eros can be seen in the 
logo designed for our Thames Ditton
Gin company, pictured left.

On the outbreak of the Second World 
War the Foundry was closed, as they
didn’t want it to be requisitioned for 
arms production.

It was eventually demolished in 1976.

The blue plaque on the left is on the 
corner of the new building now called
Foundry House.
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Old Smokehouses
At the end of the Thames View 
property, just a few yards from the 
Swan Pub, is a tall brick tower.
There has been speculation that it
was once an air vent for a tunnel 
to Hampton Court Palace! 

It belongs to Thames View and was
once a ‘Smokehouse’ where meat 
was smoked for two weeks and then 
could be stored for months. Smoking  
was not to improve the taste of meat  
but to preserve it to last longer.
  

Thames View care home offers nursing 
and dementia care for elderly residents.
The former Home of Compassion,
a Grade II listed building dating back
to the 18th century was renamed 
Thames View in 2024.

Built in 1786 and originally called Boyle 
Farm as the owners owned across the
road behind the old Red Lion pub, a 
farmyard, asparagus garden, 

which contained a grapery, kitchen
garden and a drying garden!
Boyle Farm was sold in 1890 and the
auction catalogue mentions a tunnel
(now sealed) under the road to the
farmyard and kitchen garden.

Apart from access to the gardens, the
tunnel was used to quickly transport
freshly cooked meals which were
prepared in The Home of Compassion

to St Agnes Children’s Home (which
no longer exists).

The Home of Compassion was created
in 1905 to care for poor women. 
Many had been abandoned when 
they became pregnant. Because they
were unmarried, hospitals and other
institutions refused to admit them.
In 1982 the Home had its own surgery,
a chapel, cloisters and a laundry.

Thames View
Formerly ‘The Home of Compassion’

6



7

was the upscale, comfortable area  
and the men from the Public Bar,
after drinking stout or porter, a  
well-hopped dark beer?

There was ‘good accommodation’ for
visitors and even with ‘beds’ as written 
on the vertical post above. 
The Red Lion was changed to ‘Ditto’, 
then became ‘The Foundry’. Now in 
2025 a new Red Lion is created.

The first Red Lion
The wording at the bottom of this 
picture mentions trams. Electric trams 
were first introduced in 1906 but as 
indicated above, ‘the horse is well 
catered for’, giving a possible date of 
around 1910 for this photo. Was  
everybody asked to come out of the 
pub to stand still for a picture with the 
ladies leaving the Saloon Bar, which
 

Alms windows
Across the road from the Old Smoke  
house is Thames Villa, a property
dating back to 1790 with parts even  
older than that. 
This view shows 3 windows in the  
outside wall, the bottom one, now  
sealed, is believed to be an ‘alms  
window’ for the distribution of food  
or money, for the ill or poor.  

The new Red Lion



St. Nicholas’ Church

St.Nicholas’ a beautiful Anglican
Parish church is a Grade I listed 
building dating back to 1120.

Since then there have been
many alterations but with some
of its Norman Heritage still 
visible. It houses many 
treasures including one of the
finest fonts in Surrey.

In 2020 it celebrated 900 years 
at the centre of our community.

The bell ringers have created  
a YouTube video which explains 
how bell ringing works:

https://www.youtubecomwatch 
?v=gzX4WSzVLh0&t=9s

In order to serve those who live 
locally, the Church opened a 
Foodbank hub in the Church Hall
on Tuesday mornings, this gives 
the opportunity to listen to 
clients needs and signpost them 
to other agencies that may be 
able to help with their concerns.

There is also a Community 
Coffee morning on Tuesdays in 
the Church Hall, which is free 
(voluntary donations) and is not 
just for those who come to the 
Foodbank.

For details contact the Parish 
Office: 020 8398 9641

Painting by Edmund
8



Our Lady of Lourdes
Before the Catholic church was built on 
Hampton Court Way it was decided to 
first build a school. 

St Pauls’ R.C. Primary School was opened  
in 1963 with 120 children. Plans for the  
new church, to be built in the round, where 
the priest could be surrounded by the  
people, were approved. It was built next  
to the school and was opened on All Saints’ 
Day 1965.

The 12ft high statue of Christ was carved
in situ and placed over the main entrance  
to the church.

Mass is on Mondays, Fridays, Saturdays 
and Sundays, with coffee after.

The Gillespie Hall has been the venue 
for many fundraisers and socials over 
the years: quiz nights, strawberry teas, 
music evenings and more.

There are extensive youth activities all
year round and the Toddler Playgroup is
open to the public every Friday 9-10am.
Mass is livestreamed to ensure the 
housebound can receive Mass at home.

See website for more info:  
http://holyfamilyelmbridge.church

The Garden of Remembrance
Occasionally when I am walking to 
St Nicholas’ from the High Street in the
direction of Church Walk, I go into the 
Garden of Remembrance, just opposite  
the Church entrance (also shown red in  
my painting). It is well tended by about  
10 volunteers throughout the year.

In the summer I sit and enjoy this peaceful  
garden in the centre of our village.

King’s Church
At the end of Speer Road, close to the
station we have King’s Church which 
was formed recently in the old 
United Reformed Church building.

King’s Church is part of the New 
Ground family of Churches. 
New Ground are working to see many 
churches planted across the world.

Each Sunday morning is the time for 
sung worship, a talk from the Bible,
activities for children and teenagers 
and a chance to catch up over tea 
and coffee.

King’s Church serves the local
community through Thames Tots -
a parent/guardian toddler group,
a youth group and Elderberries -
a group for over 60s, to connect 
for friendship and through Alpha -  
a course for those wanting to 
explore the Christian faith. 

Visitors are warmly welcome.

They post sermons ‘online’ that  
you can link up to:
www.kingschurch.com
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CESAR PICTON 

 Lived in this house 

in Thames Ditton 

until 1836 

Picton House
Picton House across the road from Thames 
View was the home of Cesar Picton, as the 
plaque says; in 1761 a six year old was 
brought from Senegal, West Africa and as 
Sir John Philips says: a black boy was given 
to me, also a paraquet and a foreign duck. 

He lived with the Philips family for many 
years, was educated and treated very well 
and accepted as one of their own, never 
becoming a servant. He eventually became 
independent and took the surname ‘Picton’ 
from the name of Picton Castle in Pembroke-
shire where he spent his early years.

Cesar inherited £100 from Lady Philips in 
1788 and Sir John’s unmarried daughters 
also left him legacies, which enabled him  
to start a coal trading business from a 
house in Kingston High Street, also called 
Picton House and bearing a plaque. 

He spent his final years in Thames Ditton 
in this house he bought for £400 in 1816 
and lived there until his death in 1836 
aged 81.

Painting by Edmund
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The view from Picton House shows
meat hanging outside ‘Harman’ 
butchers. Before refrigeration in the 
late 19th century meat was hung 
outside to take advantage of cooler 
temperatures. In the past the village 
boasted of having three butchers. 

Next door was an early Budgens now 
replaced by Little Foray Hair & Beauty.

Further along to the right are four 
16th century wooden panelled  
(clap boarded) houses, where in 
the past some of the staff lived and 
from there took the ferry to work at 
Hampton Court Palace.

The houses have different plaques: 
‘AN ENGLISH LISTED BUILDING’ and 
the other ‘BUILDING OF SPECIAL 
INTEREST’. Both plaques give the 
buildings legal protection. 

In 1495 it was ordained that all 
vagrants should spend three days 
and three nights in the stocks but in 
1503 it was reduced to one day and 
one night.

Thames Ditton’s village stocks were
situated on the spot, now occupied 
by the Drinking Fountain shown
above. It was donated by Hannibal 
Speer, Lord of the Manor, in 1879.

Hampton Court Palace is one of  
a group of six palaces, all members 
of the charity ‘Historic Royal Palaces’

The others are:

Tower of London, Banqueting House, 
Kensington Palace, Kew Palace, 
Hillsborough Castle and Gardens.

To become a member contact:
members@hrp.org.uk
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AC Cobra 427 

AC Cars 1901-1986
In 1901 John Weller, an engineer backed 
by John Portwine a wealthy tradesman,
set up a small engineering workshop in
South London to build motor cars.
The firm at that time was known as 
Autocar & Accessories. 

In 1911, now known as Auto Carriers Ltd., 
they moved to larger premises called  
Ferry Works, in Thames Ditton. 

They finally moved to the site in the High 
Street and when they closed in 1986 they 
were known as AC Cars.

The AC Cobra 427 in 1966 was one of
the fastest accelerating cars in the world,
capable of 0-60 mph in 4 seconds.

For 75 years AC Cars provided 
employment for hundreds of local people
and contributed to automotive 
excellence in Surrey.

The AC name carries international 
recognition and ranks alongside other
worldwide historic marques. Apart from  
cars they made invalid carriages, airship 
engines and railway trains.

As early as the 1920s, AC Cars held 

world speed records including the first 
light car to cover 100 miles in one hour,
recorded at Brooklands. 

They also entered cars into the Monte  
Carlo Rally with strong results, including 
winning outright in 1926.

The dark blue oval plaque featured 
above can be seen on a building just  
as you go into Ashley Road.

Another blue plaque above the Secret  
Garden florists in the High Street marks  
the old site of AC Cars’ head Office. 

The Great Flood
The village was hit by floods in 1968 when 
the rivers Mole and Ember burst their banks. 
The extent of the flooding went from  
Portsmouth Road to the River Thames.
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The youngsters in canoes enjoyed 
it but many homes were damaged, 
telephones were out and many people 
had no electricity. Communications 
were kept with the ‘outside world’  
by the police via short wave radio

stations set up at Imber Court sports 
ground. The army were called in from 
Aldershot to distribute sandbags,  
food and evacuate where needed, using 
lorries and Dukws - a WW2 amphibious 
vehicle designed to travel both on land

 

and in water. As a result of The Great 
Flood the rivers are now regulated 
through sluices, locks and other  
structures to minimise serious flood 
risk again.

The High Street
There have been quite a few changes 
since this photo was taken in 1968.

The Morris Minor car is parked in front  
of the old AC Cars factory. This huge site, 
now quiet from the noise of the  
manufacture of many cars, contains  
offices and houses. 

You can no longer buy petrol there or  
on the other side of the road as the Shell 
garage has now been replaced by two  
modern cottage-style houses.

Lodge Brothers the funeral directors 
have been in the village since 1780, 
which at the time of my writing is 
245 years.

We now enjoy a Christmas Fair each 
year in the High Street with
entertainment and stalls offering 
Christmas gifts, food and drinks. 

A friend in Church Walk
After many pleasant ambles over the
years along Church Walk, a narrow 
lane from St Nicholas’ Church to 
Thames Ditton Station, I met this
furry friend. He/she was relaxed and
friendly and decided to pose for me, 
almost professionally.
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Basing House
In Watts Road is Basing House which was 
reviewed by Country Life Magazine in 1927,
it was described as one of ‘the lesser country 
houses of today’. They add that it was designed 
on Georgian lines but planned to accord with 
modern requirements and there is a homely air 
about it, essentially English.

“The staircases, balusters, carved archways
and the carved doors are from old houses
in Golden Square, London. In the drawing 
room is a mantle which has moved from  
several houses and at last it has an abiding  
 

habitation in this new house at Thames  
Ditton and the walls of the drawing room are 
snuff colour”.

It’s name is derived from the adjacent Basing 
field and when the railway came to Thames  
Ditton and crossed the ancient field, claims  
were made by no fewer than 64 people  
claiming compensation. They used Lammas  
Rights which in Victorian times gave landowners 
compensation if the railway was built across  
their land. The total sum the claimant’s received  
was only £70.

Hovis ad ‘Boy on a Bike’
This classic ad made in 1973 was created for 
marketing director Alan Hepburn who lives 
in our High Street. 

It was filmed at Gold Hill in Shaftesbury, Dorset.
It launched the directing career of Sir Ridley Scott 
and was voted one of the most iconic television 
ads of all time in 2019.
 

Stags Court
A timber clad building just round the corner
in the High Street has a blue plaque, 
indicating it is the oldest secular building  
in Thames Ditton c1580. Legend has it  
that stags were held here and released  
to assist an infirm Henry VIII in his 
efforts when hunting.

Hawkes & Co.
A little further along in the High Street on 
the left is a blue plaque to Thomas Hawkes 
who founded a ginger beer factory. It was  
a family run business from 1865 - 1965.
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George and Dragon
In the past the George and Dragon
was affectionately known as ‘The Village 
HQ’. It is set back at the junction of the 
High Street and Watts Road behind  
the GARAGE (parking) sign above. 

In the early 20th century pubs started 
making spaces for cars and some pubs 
even had petrol pumps. 

The George and Dragon now runs  
quizzes, live music and comedy nights. 

It was originally a farmhouse in the 1700’s
 

but has been a pub since 1808 and 
in those days to drink beer was safer 
than water. The George and Dragon is 
a symbol of English nationalism and 
Winston Churchill was a trustee  
at one stage. 

After the War, the pub was owned by 
Charles Pain who participated in the 
Dambusters raid with the Bouncing 
Bomb. In 2009 the George and Dragon 
won the area Pub of the Year and 
Community Pub.

In the Orient, a dragon depicts power

and strength, therefore being killed
by a Knight meant Good over Evil.

In the yard at the back of the pub is  
a wall with a plaque saying: ‘This wall  
is the property of W.F. Hodgson Esq.,
1859’. ‘Esq’ short for Esquire, a formal 
title used in the 19th century to denote
a gentleman of social standing, lawyer,
landowner or professional.

A declaration of ownership means  
that the wall legally belongs to the  
person named.
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Thames Ditton Station
The opening of the railway station in 
1851 transformed Thames Ditton from 
a small village to one with new 
businesses, an influx of people and 
more houses being built.

The present station can be seen at the
top of the slope where Alaa, our friend 
in Café Noir and the tennis club, has 
just been awarded the British Empire 
Medal for his charity work and service 
to the community.

At the bottom of the slope was the 
station master’s house which was 
demolished in 1969. There was a 
kiosk on the left by the fence selling 
newspapers and magazines
 

The Cottage Hospital
Round the corner in Weston Green 
Road opposite Esher College, was 
the small Cottage Hospital, now  
a private house bearing a plaque 
giving the opening as 1893.

Despite vigorous protests by the 
local population it closed in 1986  
due to financial restraints within  
the NHS. A nurse who worked there  
for 30 years said: “they had open 
fires in some of the wards and the 
night nurses had to put coal on to 
keep them going while trying not  
to wake the patients and in the early 
days we would do loads of different 
operations, amputations. It was a 
funny old theatre”.

 

The Vera Fletcher Hall
Just across the road from the station is the
Vera Fletcher Hall ‘the Theatre in Thames 
Ditton’. The old Victorian village hall was 
built in 1887 to commemorate Queen
Victoria’s Golden Jubilee as a gift to the
community from local benefactor Hannibal
Speer, Lord of the Manor of Weston.
A hundred years later the hall was faced 
with demolition but with funds raised by the

Residents Association and a starting donation
by Harry Fletcher in memory of his wife Vera,
was re-opened by Petula Clark, international
singer and actress. It is a well-equipped 
theatre/concert hall/pocket opera house and 
provides a space for classes, meetings  
and other community events. Local drama 
and music groups perform at the hall on a 
regular basis.

The blue plaque to Hannibal Speer, 1826-
1915 the outstanding benefactor to  
Thames Ditton and Weston Green, is on the 
Manor House in Station Road, just near
the High Street.
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Almshouses 
The first recorded Almshouse was 
founded by King Athelstan in York in  
the 10th Century and the oldest still  
in existence is thought to be the hospital  
of St.Oswald in Worcester (c990).  
In the 1500’s there were about 800 
medieval hospitals across the country. 
Following the dissolution of the 
Monasteries only a handful remained  
and were not bound by religious vows  
to a monastic or other order.

Almshouses offered accommodation 
to the old and poor. 

Wealthy people donated money to build
homes for the poor in their areas and
from the 18th Century, industrialists
and later unions provided homes for
people who had worked for them or 
who were members.

The almshouses pictured, across the 
road from the station, is a Grade II
listed building. It was provided in 1720 
by Henry Bridges, Lord of the Manor  
of Imber for 6 poor old men or women
belonging to the Ancient Parish of
Thames Ditton.

Today there is a charity run by up to
7 trustees who are responsible for 12
properties in Thames Ditton for people
of pensionable age and have limited
financial means. 

Quarterly meetings are held to discuss 
resident issues, health and safety, 
applications, financials, ongoing
maintenance and longer term tasks.

 

Sir Sydney Camm

At Windsor Model Aeroplane Club 1915.

Sir Sydney Camm, CBE, FRAeS (1893 - 
1966) who lived in Embercourt Road for 
the last 29 years of his life, was known 
as ‘The Man who Saved Great Britain’ 
for the design of the Hawker Hurricane 
aircraft. It was the mainstay of the  
RAF’s fighter force during the Battle of 
Britain in WW2. 

He was a world class designer and 
probably the greatest designer of 
military aircraft in the world. He once 
said: “The main requirements of an 
aircraft designer were knowledge 
of aerodynamics, some elementary 
maths and an eye for beauty”

His designs can be seen in a section
of the RAF Museum at Hendon to
celebrate his memory.
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The Sub Fire Station
This picture is from about 1905 showing 20 
firemen, 6 standing on a small ‘fire engine’ kept
in what was described as a ‘tinshack’ behind 
them. How were they all assembled quickly 
in those days, then transported to a fire?
Now Surrey Fire and Rescue Service has 559 
firefighters and 25 fire stations. 

The building eventually became the temporary
Branch Library and as the sign in Baldwin’s
cartoon says: 

Ye Olde THAMES DITTON (TINSHACK) LIBRARY
A MODERN AND COMMODIOUS BUILDING WILL
REPLACE THIS STRUCTURE BY 1960.

The Surrey Comet cartoon is dated 1967!
  
 

Fire Marks
Further down Watts Road from the George & Dragon 
we find Copper Hall, built in the middle of the 18th 
century for Dr. Watts and attached is Copper Hall 
Cottage, which used to be the stable in which the 
doctor kept his horse and trap.

High up on the wall between the two properties 
there remains a ‘Fire Mark’ (pictured right). 
This one was the mark of the ‘Hand in Hand’ Fire 
Insurance Society, one of the Societies which were 
set up as a consequence of the Great Fire of 
London in 1666.

These Fire Marks identified a building which was 
‘insured’ by one of the Societies, each having their 
own design, making it easier for the fire fighters
to identify those properties which were insured
by their employers!

In the early years of Fire 
Insurance, fire brigades were 
instructed to put out fires only 
in properties which bore the 
Fire Mark of their Society.

But later in the 18th century, 
all the Insurance Companies 
agreed with one another to 
attend and put out all fires and 
Fire Marks became obsolete.

The grounds for this 
agreement included the risk
of fire-spread between insured 
and uninsured properties and 
charitable acts for those who 
could not afford insurance.
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The Library
Times have changed. The old fire 
station becomes our tinshack library 
and was replaced, in the early 1970s, 
by the impressive new building in 
Mercer Close and with added new 
computer room. 

New technology allows customers to 
upgrade to ‘Super Access’ membership 
allowing them to enter the library 
using their membership card outside 
normal opening hours and use library 
services independently, when staff are 
not present!

Will the library be there in 50 years’ 

 

time or will we only see books in a
museum or find one in an antique shop? 
Will they all be digital or will there be  
an enormous library in the Cloud?

William Caxton set up a printing press 
at Westminster in 1476. The first 
book he produced was an edition of 
Chaucer’s The Canterbury Tales and
he was the first to translate Aesop’s 
Fables in 1484. He was the first English 
retailer of English books. 

Just across the road from the library, in 
the large car park, we enjoy a Farmers 
Market once a month, where we can buy

exotic foods, crafts, paintings, clothes 
and locally created gins and beers. 
Thames Ditton Gin was founded in
2017 by local friends who were 
inspired by the local area and history. 

Next to the Farmers Market is the old 
Community Centre. The Council 
leased the building to ‘Vital Village’ a 
social enterprise set up for community 
benefit, a ‘not-for-profit’ group, so 
any surplus will go back into the 
community. 

They have an Eco Community Shop 
selling packing-free products and also

products by local residents. Across 
the road, next to the new library, is 
the Busy Bees nursery, just a few 
yards from Linwood Care Home for the 
elderly, who are no longer busy bees!

Thames Ditton Junior School is on the 
right, just past Linwood. 

Through an opening in the hedge, on 
the left of Linwood, is the Emberbrook 
Community Centre for Health, home  
to the Glenlyn Medical Centre and next 
to that is the Emberbrook Care Home.

Farmers 
Market
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The Cricket Club
The Thames Ditton Cricket Club on the edge 
of Giggs Hill Green was founded in 1833,
although there are records of cricket being 
played on the Green since the late 1100s.
In the early years they were considered one 
of the top clubs in the country. Their most 
renowned players were back in the golden era 
between 1880 and WWI.

The club celebrated its 175th anniversary in
2008 and in 2009 contracted former West 
Indies cricket captain Richie Richardson to 
coach and play for the team.

Giggs Hill Green
The name Giggs Hill Green is a bit of a mystery.
As we see in my photograph above, there is no 
‘hill’ on the green. There are two main theories 
about the origin of the name:

Maypole theory
In Middle English, ‘gigge’ could refer to a 
‘whirling thing’ and this might suggest the green
was named after a maypole.

Translation theory
Records show the green was called ‘Le Gighill’
or ‘Giggehill’ as far back as the 15th century.
Some believe ‘gigge’ might have another 
meaning entirely which could have been lost
over time.

Buster Merryfield
He was famous for his appearance in the television  
show ‘Only Fools and Horses’ and known as  
Uncle Albert in the show. He was bank manager  
in the old National Westminster Bank which faced  
onto Giggs Hill Green. He won awards as an  
amateur director and actor. His name as ‘best actor’  
is on the Woking Festival Cup 1968.
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The Angel Pub
Around c1900 the Angel Pub
was the Headquarters of the 
Cycling Fraternity. It is also shown  
below on the edge of the Green.

Milk Marketing Board
The Milk Marketing Board (MMB) was
established in 1933 at a time when
thousands of dairy farmers were
struggling financially. The new building
was open-plan that could double as a
hospital during national emergencies.
The purpose of the MMB was to buy,
advertise and sell milk guaranteeing
a reasonable price for farmers and
finding buyers for every drop of milk
produced in the UK.The MMB had  
a workforce of 7,000 employees spread  
around the country which maintained  
stable economic conditions for up to  
70,000 farms. Many local residents  
remember working there.
 

The Milk Marketing Board not only
acted as a buyer, it marketed,
advertised and transported the UK’s
milk as well as investing in cutting-edge
agricultural and veterinary techniques.

The history of the MMB ended with it’s 
closure in 1994 after 60 years.

The photo on the right shows the old
building before demolition on the corner 
of Giggs Hill Road and Portsmouth Road.
The very large area has been replaced
by a housing estate.



Thames Ditton 1897
Some of the places featured in this book.
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Almshouses
AC Cars
Church Walk
Copper Hall
The Angel Pub
Boyle Farm
Cottage Hospital
Sub Fire Station
Ferry Works
George and Dragon
Hannibal Speer
King’s Church
Summer Road
St. Nicholas’ Church
The Foundry
T.D. Ferry
T.D. Island
T.D. Station
The Swan Pub
Vera Fletcher Hall
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Not forgetting...
All the people and groups in 
Thames Ditton that I have not featured
in these 24 pages.

The TD&WG Residents’ Association
formed in 1934 to protect the character 
of the area.

The Thames Ditton Foundation charity
established in 2012 to support and 
bring the local community together.

All the volunteers who give their
time to help our community:

Thames Ditton in Bloom – 
   Encouraging community gardening.
Thames Ditton Boomerang Bags – 
   Anti single-use plastic bags 
   sewing group.
Thames Ditton Litter Pickers –
   Keeping the village clean and tidy.
The Nature and Climate Festival –
   Environmental concerns in a 
   changing climate.
Secret Gardens events –
   Annual trail around Thames Ditton
   and Weston Green.
The Dittons Fair on Giggs Hill Green –
   Supporting the Dittons Scouts.
The Christmas Fair in the High Street.
   With thanks to all sponsors.
Thames Ditton Today magazine –
   The team producing it.
NeighbourCare – 
   Helping the less mobile to attend
   appointments.

Thanks to Thames Ditton Library for  
permission to publish images on pages:
5, 7, 11, 13, 16, 18.

Maps reproduced with the permission 
of The National Library of Scotland. 

‘Tales and Scandals of Old Thames
Ditton’ 1968 edition. 

Boot-scrapers
Just across Watts Road from the George
and Dragon is this sealed-up doorway
and to the right of the door at ground 
level is a Boot-scraper.
By the end of the 18th century and into 
the 19th at the same time as pavements
were created, we see boot-scrapers
appear on many buildings in major
cities. These were the times of horse-
drawn carriages and dirt roads and
shoes would therefore need to be 
scraped before entering a house.
Originally placed on foot paths, they
were banned as a danger to public
safety and were inserted into walls.
City of London records from 1863 gave
an order to scavengers (London’s poor)

 

to clear dirt, soil and filth from the 
City’s streets.

Horses were completely indispensable 
to Victorian society until horse-drawn
buses were rendered useless when 
electric trams were introduced in 1906. 
A lot of industries must have ceased 
when this happened: saddlery, carriages,
harnesses, stables, blacksmiths, farriers 
and more.

In 1902 Edgar Hooley saw a patch of 
smooth road and found out that a barrel 
of tar had overturned and then had 
been covered with slag from a local
furnace. This was the beginning of road 
surfacing called Tarmac.

In about 1917 thousands of posters
provided hints to ‘Drivers of Horsed 
and Motor Vehicles and Cyclists’ that 
included the ditty:
The Rule of the Road is a paradox quite,
In Riding or Driving along,
If you KEEP TO THE LEFT you are sure
to be RIGHT. 
But if you go RIGHT you are WRONG.

I am going to Stop     I am going to Turn 


